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ABSTRACT 
CHRISTIAN VALUES: WHO’S RESPONSIBLE — WHEN PARENTS 


TRUST CHURCH BASED CHILDCARE CENTERS WITH 
TODDLERS SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT 


by 


Constance Belin Wicker 


United Theological Seminary, 2015 


Mentors 
Keith Donaldson D. Lawrence, D.Min. 


Kenneth D. Marcus, D.Min. 


This project was developed to introduce toddlers to Christian values and examine their 
parent’s perceptions of Christian based education at Antioch Childcare in Stone 
Mountain, Georgia. Quantitative methodology was used which comprised of a sermon 
series, a graduation celebration and an assessment of a group of children who used a 
Christian curriculum versus a group of students who did not use a Christian curriculum. 
The project revealed that Christian values are critical in the lives of children. It was also 
revealed that Christian values at a young age would develop believers of Christ because 


of the curriculum promoting spiritual development. 
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INTRODUCTION 


Nothing is more important than helping our children learn basic Christian values to 
guide their lives. For the sake of this ministry project, Christian values are defined as 
respect, responsibility, honesty, self-control, compassion, and faith in God. Christian 
values among children today seem to be at an all time low. Our children seem to lack 
Christian values for various reasons. Parents are having babies at a much younger age, 
can they really teach what they do not know. Parents are so busy making a living that 
they have no time to make a life for their families. Parents are spending longer hours at 
work and fewer hours with their children. Parents are busy being their children’s friend, 
giving them what they want rather than what they need. 

According to Becky Sweat, most parents want to instill Christian values in their 
children; however, teaching takes time, which is a scarce commodity for many parents 
today. Children will grow up to be sons, daughters, uncles, aunts, son-n-laws, daughter-n- 
laws, and citizens. Lacking Christian values will make it harder to be productive on this 
journey call life because of the negative societal influences. Having a lack of respect, 
responsibility, honesty, self-control, or compassion for themselves or someone else 
makes it difficult to lay the foundation for being a good citizen. But who is responsible in 
teaching Christian values to our youth? It is contented that it should be the business of the 


church to reach out, stand out, and look out for the forsaken children in the community. 


Thurmond Neill Tillman, a former probation officer and apprentice aircraft pilot, 
explains churches mission this way, “Whatever the needs of the people, that they cannot 
meet themselves, it is the mission of the church to help them... We can tackle any 
problem our people face because the church comes to the problem not bound by its own 
resources and capacities. The church is God’s representative on earth. We have access to 
all the resources that implies.” We are God’s instruments and should be used accordingly. 
God has no one to depend on but us. 

It is my contention that the earlier one learns about God and his love, the better 
chance that one would have in having a relationship with God and Christian values for 
life. This Model of Ministry was used to introduce toddlers to Christian values and create 
a foundation of love for Jesus Christ that will cultivate better habits, behavior, attitudes, 
and actions in a church based childcare center. A Christian based curriculum was used 
that stimulates toddlers by the use of Bible stories, Christian music, and arts and crafts, 
games and other interrelated activities. By using a Christian-based curriculum, it is 
expected that toddlers on some level will attain Christian values. 

Chapter one of this model of ministry project focuses on my background and my 
spiritual journey, including how I arrived at my present professional context. This section 
will also introduce, analyze, and discuss the ministry context of this model of ministry. 
This analysis will include the demographics of the community and outlines the scope and 
ministry of the childcare center. This chapter will show the connection between the 
context analysis of the model of ministry and me. 

Chapter two identifies and describes some of the literature utilized in developing 


the project. Under the title, State of the Art in this Ministry Model, I will display my 


awareness and mastery of the issues, debates, challenges, and struggles of children who 
are lacking basic Christian values. Also in this chapter will be discussed the best methods 
and practices offered to enhance Christian values to toddlers. 

In chapter three, thought is given to the theological, biblical, and historical 
foundations used to establish a theoretical construct for the model of ministry. The 
framework that undergirds the model of ministry will also be identified in this chapter. 

Chapter four discusses the methodology and the design of the model used in the 
field experience. In this chapter, the process by which this ministry project took place is 
amplified. The writer shares how Antioch AME Childcare Center, Antioch AME Church, 
the context associates, professional associates, parents of the children at Antioch AME 
Childcare Center and members of the congregation pulled themselves together to make a 
unified body of believers that this project would come into fruition. 

Chapter five discusses the field experience of the project. It discusses the method 
used to collect the data and the analysis of the data. Discussion of the results of the 
ministry project will also be done in this chapter. 

The final chapter will offer reflections on the field experience, then, offer a 
summary, and conclusion. Also, in this chapter will be discussed what could have been 
done differently and any new insights and ideas that will lead to toddlers to learn 
Christian values such as respect, responsibility, honesty, self-control, compassion, and 
faith in God. 

This study is implemented hoping that the results will be helpful to other Church 


based childcare centers with the problem of students and parents lacking Christian values. 


CHAPTER ONE 


MINISTRY FOCUS 


While traveling this journey called life, from birth to adulthood, not fully 
understanding the answers to all the questions of “why it could not be somebody else,” it 
was finally decided that God must be up to something. “What was God up to?” The 
answer seemed hard to find. The realization was found that the journey being traveled 
was anything but ordinary. Reflecting back over the stages of life, from graduating from 
high school to college and then to getting married and starting a family, it appeared that 
at every phase, there were children looking for advice and guidance and it was very 
empowering to be in the position to provide both advice and guidance. 

I, Constance Belin Wicker, preferring to be called Connie was born in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, in the parish of East Baton Rouge.I came into the world as a sick child 
and according to the doctors, one with very little hope. After remaining in the hospital for 
the first six months of my life, the doctors finally told my parents that there was nothing 
more that they could do and that they needed to take me home. After only two days of 
being home, my condition began to worsen and they had no choice but to try and get me 
back to the hospital. But before that happened, I had a praying grandmother who called 
my father and said that the Lord told her that if she did not get the baby, surely the baby 
would die. My father took his mother at her word and brought me to his mother. As a 


result, I was raised by my grandparents. After taking one look at my sick self, my 


grandfather declared to my grandmother that she was bringing home a child to die. But 
God intervened and turned my situation around within a mere two weeks. 

Being with my grandparents was one of the best things that ever happened to me. 
My grandparents were very religious and very strict, and the most loving people you 
would ever want to meet. They taught me how to love God and how to love people. They 
nurtured me and encouraged me and instilled in me that Ihad unlimited possibilities. | 
loved my grandparents as if they were her real parents. My grandfather was an African 
Methodist Episcopal pastor for sixty nine years. My grandmother was the first lady of a 
church her entire married life. Teaching and learning was a big part of my grandparents 
house hold. By the time I turned two, I was answering questions asked by my grandfather 
about God. My grandmother read to me every night. By the age of four, the tables turned 
and instead of my grandmother reading to me, I had to read to her, thus I had a love for 
reading. My grandparents’ home was truly a house of God. Everything done or said in 
my grandparents’ house was about God. I remember never having worldly music in my 
grandparents’ house. Around the time of the Vietnam War, somebody gave me a record 
of a song talking about bringing the boys home from the war. I played it at home because 
I thought that it was a good message. Just at the time I was listening to it, my 
grandmother walked in, looked at me and said, ‘““What would Jesus do if he showed up 
right now?” I immediately turned it off and never played it again. 

Being with my grandparents however, afforded me opportunities that I never 
would have gotten had I not lived with them. I have an uncle who was very instrumental 
in my life. My uncle is the brother to my father. At the time that I came to live with my 


grandparents, he was not married and took me to be his oldest daughter. My uncle at the 


time was an African Methodist Episcopal pastor and was residing in Mississippi. Every 
so often he would come home to visit his parents and all of the other relatives that were 
around. While he was serving as pastor in Mississippi, he met a beautiful young lady who 
became his wife. After he married her, he brought her home to move in with his parents. 
This made me very ecstatic and put meon top of the world because his wife also treated 
me as if I were her daughter. Soon after having their first child, my uncle and his wife 
moved to Tennessee, where he was the senior pastor of a couple of churches and later 
became the Secretary-Treasurer of the African Methodist Episcopal Church. After 
serving in that capacity for many years, he became one of the Bishops of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church. I love him because he is so family oriented. He never took 
his hands off ofme and guided me to always strive for the best. 

My grandparents had a daughter who was like a sister to me. She was married to a 
man who was a brick layer. They had ten children and most of them were close to my 
age. My aunts’ children and I grew up like sisters and brothers. My aunt spent a great 
deal of time at my grandparents’ house because often time she would sit with my 
grandfather when he was sick. 

My grandfather was an African Methodist Episcopal pastor for sixty-nine years; 
heliterally gave his life to the church. He did not retire until the age of ninety-four. After 
retirement, not only did his body begin to fail him but also his spirit. His biggest joy in 
life was working for the Lord and constantly tried to instill the goodness of the Lord to 
everyone he met, especially his granddaughter. 

My grandmother was a strong worker in the church. Because of her grandparents, 


[ learned very early that I had to work in the church. It was instilled in me that that was a 


part of God’s plan, if you were to make it into heaven. Because of this upbringing, Iwas 
an active member of the Sunday school, youth choir, gospel choir, and the YPD. 

I began my elementary education at Park Elementary School. But because my 
grandparents had spoiled me, I had no desire to go to school, in fact, I hated school. My 
grandparents had already taught me how to read, write, how to count and pretty much 
everything I needed to know. So from kindergarten through second grade I constantly 
found reasons not to go to school. I even found reasons not to stay at school if I went. My 
biggest excuse was that I did not feel good. At the time that I was in elementary school, 
teachers were allowed to spank the students. Usually, if I had done something in school 
that the teacher thought that I needed a couple of whacks on the knuckles, then I would 
leave school before she had a chance to do it. There was one incident where one of my 
classmates needed a pencil. I had an extra pencil and she had some extra candy. I told her 
that I would give her the pencil if she would give me some candy. She totally agreed and 
the swap was made. After I had eaten the candy, I decided that I wanted my pencil back 
and my classmate said no. Because of the huge disturbance caused, the teacher hit me; I 
hit her back and ran home. We lived in a small community and therefore, I knew my way 
home. Of course, by the time my grandmother made it home from work, the teacher had 
called to tell her what I had done. My Grandmother would whip me again and make me 
go back to school and apologize for my behavior. 

When I got to the third grade, everything about school changed. I had a little short 
female teacher, barely taller than me, that took no stuff. She was definitely a different 


breed that my previous teachers. She made quite an impact on my life. It was in the third 


grade that I began to like school and not only became a straight “A” student, but also a 
student with perfect attendance. 

I attended Capitol Senior High School and there I found my niche. I was a great 
student and loved sports. I played volley ball, soft ball, ran track and became a 
cheerleader and as long as my grandparents could attend, I could participate. I really 
enjoyed my high school years. My aunts’ children also attended Capitol Senior High 
School the same time that I did. This was truly great because I finally got to attend the 
games with my cousins. My cousins and I were very close, especially the youngest 
daughter. Over time they considered me as their aunt rather than their cousin because I 
was considered to be my grandparents’ youngest daughter. 

The only thing that was missing while I was in High School was the fact that I did 
not have a job. I immediately began pursuing employment without the knowledge of my 
grandparents. At the age of fifteen, I had my dad to take me to Sears & Roebuck to seek 
employment. When I got there, I imagine that I looked very young, because the 
receptionist asked,”’ How old are you?” told her that I was fifteen and she said that I was 
too young for employment and that I should come back when I turn eighteen. I left very 
disappointed, but I vowed that I would not give up. I went back to Sears & Roebuck after 
about two months and lied about my age. They gave me the application and I filled it out 
and returned it to the receptionist. The receptionist looked over my application and 
immediately said that I needed to take their test. I took the test with no hesitation and was 
instantly offered the job. That job did not end until after I graduated from college. 

I graduated early from high school with college on my mind. I had not filled out 


an application for college, but some way or another I was determined to go to school. I 


had graduated from High School in December and the spring semester at Southern 
University was to begin in January. I checked with the school [Southern University] and 
they told me that I was too late for the spring semester. I began to pray hoping that some 
way or another I could get in school. Lo and behold, there had been a shooting on the 
campus causing the school to start the semester late, in February instead of January. God 
will work it out if you would only trust and believe. I quickly went on campus, got an 
application, and filled it out. Within three days I received an acceptance letter. I 
immediately called my uncle to tell him my great news about school and without 
question; he sent me the funds needed to start school. 

As [ started college, I quickly realized that I had a lot on my plate. I was going to 
school full time, working at Sears about twenty hours a week and taking care of my ailing 
grandfather. My grandfather had a heart condition that kept him in and out of the 
hospital. In order to relieve my grandmother, I would go to school, then to work and then 
spend the night at the hospital with my grandfather. I would get up the next morning only 
to have the same schedule all over again. My grandfather had a very strong will to live 
and would always pull through. The last time he was sick he seemed to be a little bit 
different. As I watched him from the side of his hospital bed, he seemed to be preaching. 
Because of the love that I had for my grandfather, I continued to pray to God for his 
recovery. 

I could not believe that this was happening, I felt like I would have to forsake 
school to take care of my grandfather. I was so tired that it was unreal. I went home to get 
a little rest and I had not been there two hours when we received a phone call from the 


hospital. I answered the phone and the person on the phone said that they were calling in 


10 


reference to my grandfather. They said that we should get to the hospital right away, that 
he was not getting any better; in fact he was getting worse. I said thank you and hung up. 

My grandmother who was trying to get some rest also suddenly jumped up. I gave 
her the message and she proceeded to call my father to get him to take us to the hospital. 
She also called my aunt and tried calling my uncle, but to no avail. Other than my uncle, 
who was out of town, we all met at the hospital. When we got there they told us that my 
grandfather had passed. This was one of the saddest days of my life. I started crying 
uncontrollably and then I got mad. I was mad at God. God had never let me down before, 
why now? I kept questioning and talking to God. God you said if I pray and ask that you 
would give me the desires of my heart. God, I begged you not to take my grandfather and 
yet you did it anyways. I walked around in a daze for days before the funeral. I was so 
angry with God that I quit going to church. I refused to go and serve a God that would not 
honor his promises. It did not matter that my grandfather was ninety-six years old. My 
grandfather passed away in May of that year. It was a rough time for me. It was the first 
time that I had lost anybody close to me. 

My grandmother was very hurt and got very dependent on me. I got really scared 
because she cried a lot and I could not do anything to comfort her. My grandmother and I 
spent the rest of the summer in Nashville, Tennessee with my uncle. By the end of the 
summer I had gotten myself together enough to go back to school. However, I was still 
mad with God. I pushed on enough to graduate. I received a Bachelors of Science degree 
in Pre-med Zoology with a minor in Mathematics. When I started college, I went with the 
notion of preparing to go to medical school. By the end of my senior year in college, I 


had lost all of my enthusiasm about going to Medical School. I was really just tired of 
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school. Because of my science and math major in school, I had other options for a career 
other than medical school. After careful thought, I began pursuing a career in becoming a 
chemical lab tech. 

In pursuing a chemical lab tech position, I landed my very first job with Georgia 
Pacific, where I was a water analyst. The job was a very good and interesting job with the 
exception that it was a twelve hour shift job. After four months I decided to resign 
because I was having a very hard time doing the night shift of the job. The manager was 
so impressed by the work that I was doing that he asked me not to quit and to wait it out 
because I just might be placed on days. After giving it considerable thought, I began 
sorting out my options. Suddenly, I realized that there were people on the job who had 
worked there for thirty years waiting to be placed on day shift. I gladly bowed out. After 
leaving Georgia Pacific, I then landed a job at US Steel where I was an Industrial 
Hygienist. My role at US Steel was to test all of the workers and the buildings for 
chemical exposure. The hours I worked for this job was perfect. I worked from seven am 
until three pm, Monday through Friday. The only down side of that job was that it had no 
type of benefits. I had to go through all of the other jobs in order to get where I really 
wanted to be. The job that I really wanted was to work at Exxon USA. 

Exxon USA was a large chemical plant in my hometown of Baton Rouge. The 
mentality of the people in Baton Rouge was that your had arrived in life if you worked at 
Exxon USA. It took me almost two years to finally get my opportunity. It was advertised 
in the newspaper that Exxon was hiring. Exxon’s process for hiring was to fill out the 
application and to take their test. I had been preparing for their test for over six months. I 


felt very confident. On the testing day, there were over four hundred people to be tested. 
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Two weeks after the test I was called for an interview, which lasted all day, interviewing 
with five managers. Two weeks after the interview I received a letter offering me the 
position. I was so excited to learn that I had gotten the job. After accepting and starting 
the job, I found that the main reason I got the job was because they needed a Black 
female in order to reach their quota. I was determined to do a great job to prove that I was 
more than just a Black female. 

Jn 1982, I met the love of my life and in 1985Stafford Joe Nathan Wicker and I 
were married. We got married while Stafford was the pastor of his first church. The 
people of the church were excited to get their new pastor, and especially because he was 
a product of their soil. The congregation was an old congregation, so most of the 
members knew him as a kid growing up. Being very young leaders in the church was 
very trying. The first thing they all thought was that we knew absolutely nothing. Getting 
the members to take us seriously was a job all in its self. What they did not know was that 
I had been under the study of my grandmother all of my life and Stafford had been 
preaching since the age of sixteen and under the study of his home pastor. 

This church was a small congregation that desired a new facility. It was also a 
congregation that had gone through some hurt and pain. While the congregation was 
struggling to save to build a new edifice, the former pastor had stole fourteen thousand 
dollars from them. Not only were they hurt about the disappearance of their money, but 
also hurt about the integrity of the pastor. Going to this small congregation was a serious 
challenge. This new family going to this congregation thought that it would be a breeze 
because the church was in the pastors’ hometown. Going to this small church was 


certainly a learning experience in how to love and win folks over. 
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After a while, we bonded like family, regained the fourteen thousand dollars back 
and built a brand new edifice, finally gaining the respect and trust of the people. 
Beginning at this small church was certainly the foundation for stronger and larger 
congregations down the road. In the process of going to four other charges, it was found 
that even though the faces changed, many times the attitudes and the behavior of the 
people remained the same. 

We had to learn the process of building a new church. We soon found out that the 
task of building a new church was not easy. But with Gods’ help, the church was built. 
Building the new church gave the people and the community a new perspective. It gave 
the people the attitude that with the right people anything could be done. It put trust back 
into their lives. They grew to love us just as we loved them. It was the beginning of us 
learning the process of financing a new building. 

Our first church was such a blessing. We learned so much in such a short time. 
We saw how families come together to celebrate and support each other. This was a very 
joyous time in our lives and to have family to share it with us made it even more special. 
It appeared that everyone was so proud of us, even our own Bishop Donald George 
Kenneth Ming was proud. 

We had so many firsts that happened in that church. My beloved uncle, Bishop 
Henry Allen Belin, Jr., who was serving in the 15" District, came all the way from Africa 
to baptize my baby girl in our first church. We had our first pastoral appreciation at our 
first church where ninety percent of what we got was pounds. We had our first district 


conference in that church. 
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Immediately after the Bishop dedicated the church, he started talking to Stafford 
about moving to Atlanta to go Seminary. I told my grandmother about us possibly 
moving to Atlanta. She figured that it was just talk and that it really wouldn’t happen. 
The closer it got to us really relocating; my sand mothe: started her own agenda. 
Unbeknown to us, my grandmother went to all of her doctors and got her medical records 
because she decided that if we were moving, so was she. Within six months of the 
building of the church we were moving to Atlanta, Georgia. 

We moved to Atlanta with many apprehensions, but we went leaning and 
depending on God. We came to Atlanta with no jobs, but with lots of faith. I remember 
Stafford meeting with the Presiding Elder to get his new charge in Atlanta. I could not 
understand why Stafford had been gone all day. He did not return until late that night 
around 10:00 P.M. I later found out that he stayed outside for about an hour in the car 
crying and trying to figure out how he would tell me about our new charge. When 
Stafford finally made it in the house, he said nothing about the new church. He said that 
we would talk about it later. When later came, I found out that we had a circuit church 
down in south Georgia, 135 miles from Atlanta one way. One of the churches met on first 
and third Sundays and had fifteen members. The other church met on second and fourth 
Sundays and had seven members. 

I could not believe that we had to drive 135 miles one way to a church, not one 
Sunday a month, but every Sunday. Not only that, but we had a baby that hated being in a 
car seat. As far as salaries go, we quickly found that we got what monies was taken up on 
communion Sunday and the next Sunday, we got twenty five dollars to stop and get us 


something to eat. We knew that we could not survive on the salaries of the two churches 
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alone. Stafford began seeking employment and landed a job with the Hardees’ 
corporation. The store where Stafford became one of the managers was a twenty-four 
hour store. All of his co-workers knew that he was a pastor, yet they put him on the dog 
shift every Saturday. Stafford got off work every Sunday morning at 7:00 A.M., giving 
him only enough time to get home, shower and get on the road. I would have to drive so 
he could get a nap before service and it was always night before we would get home from 
Sunday service. I guess at that time we were young and very determined, so without a 
shadow of a doubt, we did what we had to do. 

The churches on the circuit were opposite of each other in every way, especially 
in their thinking. One of the churches was ready to move forward and grow while the 
other church was stagnated and held back by one man in the church. The church that was 
stagnated had seven members and they were all afraid of this one man, even his wife. 
Stafford and I refused to let the attitudes of the people hinder our ministry. Stafford began 
preaching and members began joining the church again. He started preaching in the 
community, even at the Baptist Churches. If God will bring you to it, God will take you 
through it. One day the man at the church with the seven members, who was holding the 
membership hostage, pulled Stafford aside and told him about their traditions. He told 
him it was their tradition to have Homecoming on Sunday and go into revival on Monday 
and last until Friday. He said that the funds that they raised on Homecoming would go to 
the pastor and the pastor was expected to attend the revival, but receive no money. 
Stafford said that he understood. 

When Homecoming arrived, the church was packed, did not have room to seat 


everybody. They took up the offering and the stewards counted the money. After church 
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that Sunday, the man came to Stafford visibly shaken, telling him how much they raised 
[a little over 3000], but there was no way that he would get all of that money. Stafford 
informed the man that he [the man] made the rules. The man told Stafford that he may get 
half, but there was no way that he was going to get all of it. Stafford told the man that he 
did not want any of the money it and did not take a dime of it. We left on Sunday and 
returned on Monday for the revival that was a total success. There was many who came 
to the church and wanted to join, but would not because of the man that dominated the 
church. Later in the year, around Christmas, we decided to go home and visit family. 
About four hours after we got home to Baton Rouge, Stafford received a call from the 
man’s wife. The wife told Stafford that the man had died in his sleep. She told Stafford 
when they were planning the funeral, but instructed him not to worry about coming back 
to the service. After the man’s funeral, it was unreal as to how many new members were 
being taken in. We learned a huge lesson on how the wrong kind of member can keep the 
church from growing. 

After realizing that we needed two salaries, I began seeking employment. After 
searching and searching and finding no lab tech jobs in sight, I decided that it was time 
for a career change. I started a career in banking with Wachovia Bank that lasted for 
fifteen years. When I first started the job with Wachovia, I was what they called a peak 
time teller working only two days a week. My mind was made up that some way or 
another I would turn my two day job into full time job. Unfortunately, Wachovia was not 
hiring full time. I continued looking for employment and finally found another bank that 
was looking for a peak-time teller. Fidelity Bank needed someone to work three days a 


week. I trusted God and he gave me what I needed. Working two days at one bank and 
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three days at another bank constituted a full time job. I worked those two jobs for a year 
before Wachovia had a full time position available. While at Wachovia, I climbed the 
career ladder very quickly because I was willing to learn every phase of the banking 
business. Before long I was a teller manager on the retail side of banking. At the bank, I 
was known for being a hard and dependable worker. I was so dedicated that I would go to 
work sick, rather than miss a day from work. My dedication at work paid off. My 
grandmothers’ health had begun to decline and at any time I would have to take off work 
in order to take care of her. 

While at the bank, my second daughter was born. During my tenure at the bank, I 
had a lot of transitions to make and had to quickly learn to juggle my time. My different 
roles, as wife, mother, caretaker and first lady at the church, soon became overwhelming. 
As aresult of the extensive travel my husband had to do, I made the decision to go part 
time on the job. 

From 1987 until 1992, we had four pastoral appointments, ending at Antioch 
AME Church in Decatur. At the Antioch Church, we had an opportunity to do a great 
work. Within ten years, we had relocated the congregation from Decatur to Stone 
Mountain, acquired a second campus and built a facility for seniors over the age of fifty- 
five. The second campus that we acquired not only had a Church, but also a daycare 
center, a gym, a softball field and a six bedroom house. With the pleadings of my 
husband, in year 2000, I left my job at Wachovia bank to become the childcare director. I 
quickly realized that your plans may not be the plans of the Lord. By the time I had 
become the Childcare director, I had had several jobs in corporate America. However, of 


all of my jobs, the job at the Childcare Center was by far the most rewarding. It was at 
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the Childcare Center that I started my ministry with women and children. It took me 
several years to realize that because I did what came natural to me. 

The Childcare Center was very good for me and to me. It made my roles a Jot more 
manageable because it offered me a very flexible schedule. As caretaker, my work was 
still overwhelming even with the flexible schedule. My grandmothers’ health continued 
to decline and a lot of time was needed for her care. I remember the time my grandmother 
entered the hospital for physical therapy because she was having some circulation issues. 
After about two weeks of therapy and ready to come home, she had a massive stroke 
through the night. I was told that I needed to get with the rest of the family because her 
brain was bleeding and she could not eat. The doctors said that she would not last long. I 
was devastated and to make matters worse, the doctors wanted to know what had I 
planned to do. I decided to take it to God in prayer. I went back to the hospital and 
consulted with the doctors asked if there were any other options. I was told that I could 
have a feeding tube placed in her, but not to get too hopeful. I told the doctors that I was 
not God, Who was I to decide who lives or dies? My grandmother was given the feeding 
tube and to make a long story short, she lived for another two years. 

One of the greatest inventions made was the caller ID. It allows the person being 
called to see in advance who it is at the other end and then to make a decision as to 
whether or not to answer the call. For many years, people would constantly say things to 
me about being the granddaughter of a minister, a daughter of a minister [because of my 
uncle] and finally, the wife of a minister. Because of who I was in reference to my 
family, I was constantly denied the right to be myself, but rather someone who they 


thought I should be. My constant response was that “I have not received the call nor have 
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I seen Gods’ name on the caller ID.” Many years after that, I did receive my call and I 
accepted the challenge of picking up the phone when the caller ID revealed that it was 
God wishing to speak to me. All too often the call from God comes with doubts, fears 
and inadequacies. I think that if we seek with constant and persistent attention, we will 
find an answer.Many times our answer lies within things that we do, say or read. From 
the time that I began this life-changing journey, this call to the ministry, people have 
decided and strategize as to what my change would be. People for some reason think that 
once a person has been called into the ministry that there is an instant change. Your life is 
suddenly a glass window and you are judged accordingly. There are preconceived notions 
about what your life should be about. For some reason you are no longer human, but 
should be at every beck and call of everyone else. 

After a while I began to question my call because I was not feeling what others 
thought I should feel. Somehow this spiritual journey was not what I thought it would be. 
At the beginning of my journey I seem to be in constant dialogue with God. Soon after J 
entered seminary, [ continued to work a full time job and still played mother and wife, at 
that point my dialogue with God seemed scarce. I felt as if God had left me, high and dry. 
I continued to go back over my call, perhaps I heard something wrong. 

But as [ reflected on my call to the ministry, I came to understand that when God 
takes the initiative, it seems as if you have no choice in the matter. I felt that God had put 
me in my grandparents’ lives for a reason. For many years, I thought that reason was to 
be a caregiver for them. Both of my grandparents lived to be ninety six years of age and I 
cared for them both until death. Because of my loving care for my grandparents, I 


thought that I had fulfilled my mission and obligation to the Lord. But the Lord saw it 
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differently. Early on Saturday morning, I felt a presence in the room and a voice spoke to 
me saying, “I want you to do more in my name; I want you to step out, move up and 
carry my name.” God then carried me over my life, showing me how he blessed me and 
how he directed my path to this very moment. How the tools and teachings have been 
provided to prepare me for the journey set in his name. After many sleepless nights, 
getting up with tear stained pillows, tossing and turning, looking and seeking for 
understanding, for some type of confirmation, the answer finally came. One night 
“something” was all over me and I began to pray, after praying I picked up my bible to 
read. Not knowing what I was going to read, my bible fell open to Deuteronomy, first 
chapter. I begin to read and “lo and behold,” my eyes fell upon the sixth verse “you have 
dwelt long enough in this mount.” After careful thought and getting my confirmation 
about my call, I had no choice but to say yes. Like Jeremiah, I felt as if there was a 
calling on my life even before I was born. 

It was the life of my grandmother that affected my personal outlook of God and 
the world. Through my grandmothers’ life, I truly understood what it meant to love God 
and to believe and trust in his word. Through her modeling such an unshakeable faith, I 
was able to be sustained throughout my life because of my undying confidence in God. I 
was taught at a very young age that my very being is because of God and his goodness. I 
was taught and believed that with God all things were possible. Not to fear the valleys or 
the wilderness experiences, because God is with you always and will rescue you. 

Because of myexperiences as a child, I have had a strong desire to make every 
child feel wanted and loved. Because of this desire, there was no problem accepting 


an assignment given by Dr. Pam DeVeaux in 2004. Dr. Pam DeVeaux is the wife 
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ofBishop William P. DeVeaux and at that time, the supervisor of the 6" Episcopal 
District, which consistsof the State of Georgia. Dr. Pam DeVeaux assigned me to be the 
chairperson and director of theAngel Tree Ministries for the 6th Episcopal District. Angel 
Tree Ministries is an organizationthat provides gifts and mentoring to children with 
incarcerated parents. The gifts are given to the children with the incarcerated parents’ 
name on it. The gift signifies that “I may be incarcerated, but I still love and care for 
you.” What an awesome way to built love between incarcerated parents and their 
children. 

Under my leadership, over 16,000 children havebeen provided with gifts. The 
project was something that all Churches could participate in and continue to build upon 
each year.Although the Angel Tree Ministry is an awesome ministry; there has been an 
even greater opportunity to use my gifts and talents at the Childcare Center asthe 
Director. Being the childcare director, I am able to assist more families on a day-to-day 
basis rather than just duringthe Christmas season like the Angel Tree Ministry. Being 
with and watching the families daily, gives me a better assessment of their needs. The 
Childcare Center serves as an outreach ministryand a resource ministry for the less 
fortunate. 

My life was truly impacted by God because of the upbringing by grandparents 
with morals. It was especially my grandmothers’ life that affected my personal outlook of 
God and the world. Looking at my grandmothers’ life made it easier to understand what it 
meant to love God and to believe and trust in his word. Because my grandmother 
modeled such an unshakeable faith and passed it on to other generations, it was very easy 


to be sustained throughout life because of the undying confidence made in God. Being 
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taught at a very young age that life was because of God and his goodness, it gave me the 
belief that with God all things were possible. Not to fear the valleys or the wilderness 
experiences, because God is there always and will rescue you. 

It is often said, “It is better to see a sermon than to hear a sermon any day.” With 
the combination of a grandfather, who had been an African Methodist Episcopal pastor 
for sixty-nine years and a grandmother, being a strong worker in the church, it was clear 
very early on that working in the church was a must. It was instilled that that was a part 
of God’s plan, if you were to make it into heaven, you had to work. Because of this 
upbringing, being an active member in organizations such as the Sunday school, youth 
choir, YPD and Bible study was expected. 

My husband and I have been a ministry team at the current charge for the last 
twenty-two years. From the beginning until now, there has been many ministries 
implemented, but somehow nothing for toddlers other than a nursery. It was at this charge 
that the call to ministry was received. Since the call to the ministry, there have been many 
opportunities to use my gifts and talents for the building of the kingdom. From the very 
beginning of the call, there has been an affinity to reach and teach small children. 

Because ofmy childhood experiences and having others to fill the void, there is a 
strong desire to make every child feel wanted and loved. Because of this desire, there has 
never been a problem in accepting the challenge to build self-esteem in children. 

The context where this project is focused is the childcare center affiliated with 
Antioch AME Church that is located on the east side of the city of Stone Mountain, 
Georgia. Regionally, the church is situated in a very good area, with wonderful potential 


for growth physically and spiritually. The church is located in a very affluent area of 
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Metro Atlanta, an area that was once stigmatized by segregation. The church moved to 
this area to prove that African Americans could be successful amidst the segregation and 
racial tension. Members have been told that there has always been a goal to do better than 
expected because the church has something to prove. 

Antioch AME Childcare Center is a childcare center that resides in a suburban 
community. The Church and the childcare center is approximately a quarter of a mile 
from each other.The population is predominantly African-American, with a small number 
of Hispanics and Caucasians. The community has an influx of children, with a large 
number of schools in the area. Although this childcare center is primarily known as an 
African-American center, Antioch AME Childcare Center, along with the Antioch AME 
Church embraces any racial groups, cultures, and its norms. 

A Caucasian lady joined the church nearly thirty years ago and was embraced not 
only by the local congregation, but also by the entire denominational district. In twelve 
years she became lay president of the Sixth Episcopal District. This lady was the first 
Caucasian to rise to such status in a predominantly African-American denomination. In 
its 143-year history, Antioch AME Church has seen a continual growth in membership, 
with its largest increase between 1995 and 2008. In referring to culture, Schein states, 
“For an organization to succeed in the sense of accomplishing in mission, surviving, and 


growing, it must fulfill what its various environments demand and afford.” 


'Edgar Schein,7he Corporate Culture Survival Guide(San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass, 1999), 29. 
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In the context of the African-American church, the meaning of culture also 
includes keeping a strong sense of community and the importance of church life for the 
future generations. 

In order to do basic analysis of any organization, what is important is to examine 
its values, assumptions, and beliefs. This is the essence of culture today. Examining the 
artifacts, espoused values and basic assumptions has allowed me to gain a clearer picture 
of the future direction of both Antioch AME Church and the Antioch AME Childcare 
Center. George B. Thompson’s book, How to Get Along with your Church: Creating 
Cultural Capital for doing Ministry, argues that cultural capital is the certain something 
that every person in leadership must recognize when becoming a member or leader of any 
organization, in this case, Antioch AME Church and Antioch AME Childcare Center. 
Thompson defines culture as shared meaning and assumptions held by persons, in this 
case, the church.” In the analysis, one looks at how the culture is defined through 
artifacts, espoused values, tacit assumptions, streams of culture, and phase, to name a 
few. 

Artifacts are those things that are easily observed. These are the things that a 
person can see when they enter the building or the things that you find when you are just 
in the building without asking questions about its existence. Buildings convey meanings, 
but like all meanings, these are dependent on the audience receiving them.’ Antioch 


AME Childcare Center has many posters and bulletin boardsaround the school 


*George Thompson, How to Get Along with Your Church: Creating Cultural Capital for Doing 
Ministry(Cleveland, OH: Pilgrim Press, 2001), 6. 


*Nancy T Ammerman,Jackson W. Carroll, Carl S. Dudley, and William McKinney, eds. Studying 
Congregations: A New Handbook(Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 1998), 92. 
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withscriptures on them.To the untrained eye one may see these posters as somewhat of a 
distraction, however, the posters serve the purpose of signifying to the customers the 
commitment the school has made to promote Christianity.A second artifact is the centers’ 
affinity for being warm and welcoming. The centers’ staff is known for being friendly 


and helpful. 


The espoused values are the things that one finds that the Church or Centers’ 
community values and holds as it beliefs; espoused values are the things the people say 
about what the artifacts mean.’The espoused values are the things that the church or 
organization says it believe, even if they really do not. In this context, the espoused 
values are found in the purpose, vision, and mission statement. Those values being stated 
explicitly by the vision statement that mentions “growing people for the purpose of 
glorifying God;” the purpose statement that mentions “God’s people will grow in 
fellowship, discipleship, membership, stewardship, leadership, and discipleship;” and the 
mission statement that mentions meeting people’s needs through “Christ’s liberating 
gospel.” 

According to the census Bureau, the childcare center sits in a community where 
76% of the households have young children and are young parent family households. 
Because of various reasons such as, little to no education, only 13% have had some 
college, and because of the economic recession, 61% are in the lower income bracket. 
65% of the households in the community that surrounds the Childcare Center have little 


to no faith involvement. 


“Thompson, How to Get Along with Your Church, 7. 
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In conclusion, it has been found that we are usually products of our environments, 
but in the process, it has been learned that we have choices and that it is up to us to make 
the right choice. 

This act of ministry is geared toward children. The act of ministry is to prove to 
them that their circumstance does not have to be their conclusion. The context analysis 
show that because of the income issue, the number of children issue, the single female 
household issue and the lack of faith among them leads to the lack of self esteem. This 
project will show how God is a provider and a sustainer. How God builds people up and 
not tear them down, if they only trust and believe. 

Being in the childcare business for fourteen years and being aware of the context 
in which it is located, leaves a bitter taste in the mouth of one who knows the importance 
of Christian values. Looking at the attitude and actions and behavior of the young 
children of today undergirds the statement, “Toddlers lack Christian values.” 

In agreement with other psychologists, the contention is that the earlier one learns 
about God and his love, the better chance that one would have in having a relationship 


with God and Christian values for life. 


CHAPTER TWO 
STATE OF THE ART IN THIS MINISTRY PROJECT 


Peregrinating from biblical foundation to historical foundation to theological 
foundation, to find out what has been said biblically, historically and theologically about 
abandoned children. The research now proceeds to the theoretical foundation to find what 
is being said in the sociological and psychological fields about the abandonment of 
children. 

Does God care when you feel betrayed and left alone? According to the Bible, 
God cares. He promises never to leave you alone. No man shall be able to stand before 
you all the days of your life. Just as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not 
leave you or forsake you (Jo 1:5). For the Lord will not forsake his people; he will not 
abandon his heritage (Ps 94.14). And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age 
(Mt 28:20). 

Historically, 1t was found that forsakenness or abandonment is nothing new. For 
as far back as the days of Moses, parents have been abandoning their children. Moses, 
however, was abandon by his mother in order to save his life. Nevertheless, he was 
abandoned. Aristotle, who was born in 330 BC, considered a great man in his time, yet 
his mother forsook him. Abandonment or forsakenness is the elephant in the room; we 


see it but do not want to talk about it. 
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Theologically, Joan D. Chittister declares that each and every one of us will go 
through struggles. She says that most are scarred by struggle, but then we are transformed 
by hope. Hope is rooted in the past, she says, but it believes in the future, for God’s world 
is in God’s hands. 

As we think about church and all the good that comes out of church, we are made 
to imagine that whatever the problem is, the church can fix it. But what way is one to 
think when something as harsh as abandonment takes place, the church knows about it 
and nothing is done about it? If we truly face reality, we find that in some cases, church is 
nothing more than a cover up for what’s really going on. We find that even in the old 
days when they came up with great ideas to take care of abandoned children by providing 
foundling hospitals, they still found ways to make money, which seemed to be more 
important than the children. All too often we think that the Church is a place to heal sick 
souls, only to discover that the sick souls are being revived by sick souls. 

Abandoned or forsaken children are an issue that has been around for quite some 
time. There has been extensive research throughout many fields of study. Abandonment 
is definitely a social issue and we seemed to have turned off the light and closed our eyes 
to the situation. Because of this, certain laws had to be put into place. These laws were 
generally passed by women, who had compassionate hearts, because where family laws 
are concerned, the constitution often regard the plaintiff, especially a minor with 
sensitivity and care. Some children have to face the reality of broken families or divorces, 
which leaves them at the mercy of a guardian or parent. But when that person also refuse 
their responsibility and stop doing what they are suppose to do for the child, then we have 


a case of abandonment. 
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Some people, for whatever reason, act as if they do not know what constitutes 
child abandonment. Child abandonment is the act of leaving a child below the age of 
eighteen on their own, without the supervision of adults for a period of time, which is 
considered too long to be appropriate. If the parent or guardian has no physical contact or 
communication with the kid during this period, and has given no financial support and 
has deserted the kid with the intention of forsaking or abandoning, according to the law, 
then the parent is held accountable. When a child is observed to be abandoned, the first 
thing that ought to be done is to notify the authorities that will bring in social services to 
ensure their safety and well-being. Most times, an abandoned child is seen wandering 
around the place where they live and acting somewhat out of the norm, it usually gets the 
attention of the neighbors. Child abandonment is a felony and anyone accused of this 
crime is punished by law. 

When a person is being tried in courts for abandoning a child, there are several 
things that are looked at in order to decide the severity of his crime. Things such as the 
age of the child matters a lot in cases such as toddlers or babies who need the constant 
attention of the guardian because leaving them for even a few minutes unsupervised can 
lead a dangerous situation. The health of the child, both physical and mental is very 
important and the duration for which the child is left without parental supervision. The 
place where the child is abandoned, for example if a newborn 1s left in the dumpster by 
the mother, then she is guilty for this crime. The condition in which the child is 
abandoned, like if the child is bound up and kept locked in a room or whether the child is 
given sufficient food and water to survive on his own. They also check to see if any other 


factor could have endangered the life of the child. For example, leaving a child in a room, 
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which is susceptible to fire hazards is a case of negligence on the part of the parent. If the 
child was left under the supervision of any other adult, the physical and mental health of 
that person is assessed too. Whether the parent or guardian was forced to leave the child 
because of economic problems, health problems, or any other problem, which made the 
parent unable to care for the child is also considered. 

A person found guilty of deserting a child, which resulted in physical injury or 
mental agony to the child can be charged with the counts of homicide, manslaughter, and 
ageravated abuse or custodial sentence. However in some states, baby abandonment is 
legal, that is, a newborn baby can be deserted by the parent for a period of seven days 
from the day of his birth in specific locations like hospitals and fire stations. The 
objective behind a law like this is to reduce the dangerous practices which parents are 
compelled to follow due to their inadequacy in raising a child. 

Some people call an abandoned child a social orphan. That means the parents of 
such a child are alive but have cut off their responsibilities. Not only does it poses a 
physical danger to the child, but also can lead to impaired psychological development. 
The reason behind their abandonment is often cited as poverty, which again is a social 
issue. It is not however, just the issue of money, there are also other issues going on. 
Oftentimes, young parents might feel that they are not ready to share the burden of 
raising a baby. Sometimes the mother or father who go down on this path turn out to be 
dealing with substance addiction, criminal offenses, health or some psychological issues. 
Sometimes the mother might be afraid of rejection or even violence from her spouse that 
made her take this drastic step. There is a moral pressure on young mothers who are 


afraid or unaware to do something about their undesired pregnancy. Such a pregnancy 
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can lead the parents to abandon the baby, as the baby is not a part of their future plans. 
These sorts of things are usually not thought about until the pregnancy occurs. 

The DeKalb County Department of Family and Children Services (DFACS) is a 
division of the Georgia Department of Human Resources. Its mission is to strengthen 
families—supporting their self-sufficiency and helping them protect their vulnerable 
children and adults by being a resource to their families, not a substitute. 

DFACS investigates child abuse; finds foster homes for abused and neglected 
children; helps low income, out-of-work parents get back on their feet; assists with 
childcare costs for low income parents who are working or in job training; and provides 
numerous support services and innovative programs to help troubled families.There is a 
social service organization in every state in the United States of America. Oftentimes we 
have avenues to help us to reach our destinations, but not the nerve or whatever it takes 
for us to seek help. 

From a psychological point of view, when children are raised with drastic loss, 
without the psychological or physical protection they need and definitely deserve, it is 
most natural for them to internalize incredible fear. Not receiving the necessary 
psychological or physical protection equals abandonment. And, living with repeated 
abandonment experiences creates toxic shame. Shame arises from the painful message 
implied in abandonment: "You are not important. You are not of value." This is the pain 
from which people need to heal.’ 

For some children abandonment is primarily physical. Physical abandonment 


occurs when the physical conditions necessary for thriving have been replaced by: 


‘Psychology Today, “Claudia Black,”’accessed December 6, 2013, 
http:www.psychologytoday.com/experts/Claudia-black-msw-phd. 
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Lack of appropriate supervision 
Inadequate provision of meals 
Inadequate clothing, housing, heat, or shelter 


Physical and/or sexual abuse 


Psychologically, children are totally dependent on caretakers, preferably parents 


to provide safety in their surroundings. When they do not, they grow up believing that the 


world is an unsafe place, that people are not to be trusted, and that they do not deserve 


positive attention and adequate care. 


Emotional abandonment occurs when caretakers do not provide the emotional 


conditions and the emotional environment necessary for healthy development. Emotional 


abandonment according to "when a child has to hide a part of who he or she is in order to 


be accepted, or to not be rejected." They tell them things like, 


It is not okay to show feelings 

The way you feel is not true 

You have nothing to cry about 

If you don't stop crying I will really give you something to cry about. 
That really didn't hurt 

You have nothing to be angry about 

It is not okay to have needs 

Everyone else's needs appear to be more important than yours 


It is not okay to have successes 


Accomplishments are not acknowledged; many times discounted. 
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Oftentimes parents are unaware of the pressures that they put on their children 
and they really find themselves in denial when the child finally get bold enough to tell the 
parent that they are the cause of their stress and fear. Many times, for whatever reason, 
children cannot live up to the expectations of their parents. The expectations are often 
unrealistic and not age-appropriate. Children are sometimes held responsible for other 
people's behavior. They may be consistently blamed for the actions and feelings of their 
parents. 

Most children cannot take disapproval toward themselves when it is aimed at their 
entire beings rather than a particular behavior, such as telling a child he is worthless when 
he does not do his homework or she is never going to be a good athlete because she 
missed the final catch of the game. Sometimes, abandonment issues are fused with 
distorted, confused, or undefined boundaries such as: when parents do not view children 
as separate beings with distinct boundaries. Without saying it, parents expect children to 
be just like them in a lot of way. 

The problem lies when parents are not willing to take responsibility for their 
feelings, thoughts, and behaviors, but expect children to take responsibility for them. The 
problem lies when parents’ hope is derived through their child's behavior. The problem 
lies when children are treated as peers with no parent/child distinction. Abandonment 
plus distorted boundaries, at a time when children are developing their sense of worth, is 
the foundation for the belief in their own inadequacy and the central cause of their shame. 

Claudia Black emphatically states that abandonment experiences and boundary 
violations are in no way indictments of a child's innate goodness and value. Instead, they 


reveal the flawed thinking, false beliefs, and impaired behaviors of those who hurt them. 
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Still, the wounds are struck deep in their hearts and minds. The causes of emotional 
injury need to be understood and accepted so they can heal. But unless that occurs, the 
pain will stay with them, becoming a driving force in their adult lives.” Because of their 
in-depth studies, psychologists have offered all the reasoning behind why abandonment 
occur, there has to be ways of healing. Most psychologists recommend psychotherapy. 

A lot of people go to therapy to resolve abandonment experiences, and those who 
attend therapy for other reasons sometimes discover that old abandonment trauma 
underlies their problems. The fear of abandonment is not an uncommon burden, and it 
varies in degrees of intensity depending on one’s experience as a young child, along with 
other factors. Most often, this type of fear stems from a loss in childhood, whether loss of 
a parent through death or divorce, or loss of a protector through abuse. In adulthood, the 
person who experienced abandonment as a child continues to fear that every significant 
individual will abandon them because this is what they learned from their early-life 
experiences. Abandonment fear may be, to some degree, a normal part of being human, 
but when abandonment fear is intense, frequent, impossible to comfort, or not subject to 
rational examination, it can interfere with healthy relationships and cause other issues in 
one's life.” 

Talking about your fears with a therapist is a great first step to healing 
abandonment wounds. Therapists who clearly communicate in words and in actions, a 
commitment to staying present with their clients, help to begin to soothe abandonment 


fears. Psychotherapy for this issue is often focused on helping a person in a self- 


“Ibid. 


*Good Therapy.org, “Abandonment,” accessed December 12, 2013, 
http://www.goodtherapy.org/therapy-for-abandonment.html. 
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compassionate way to the parts of oneself that hold the memories, feelings, and felt sense 
from abandonment trauma. 

Psychotherapy, which is highly recommended, can help someone overcome the 
fear of abandonment by changing the emotional reaction to the thoughts of abandonment. 
Working with a trained therapist, a client can learn how to separate the fear of the past 
from the present, and as a result, recognizing his or her own distorted perception. This 
revelation sets the stage for cognitive transformation and teaches the client how to 
develop a more positive, realistic reaction to the events in their lives. Healing occurs 
when a client begins to recognize that their fear lies in the past and can no longer control 
their current relationships and daily interactions if they maintain a healthy perspective. 

The Bible talks about where there is no vision, the people perish. John M. 
Hagedorn, a sociologist, wrote, Forsaking Our Children: Bureaucracy and Reform in the 
Child Welfare System. According to Hagedorn, welfare is a fundamental pillar of 
democracy, just like voting, and bureaucracies administering welfare. He declared that he 
had been searching, while Congress and the president try to compromise between the 
bottom line and the fate of the nation's children and its poor, for a book that would 
explain our welfare system and offer solutions." 

This is a solution-offering book. The chord that struck him is the fate of children, 
and the question of whether children receive the services they need and deserve. The 
book is based on the author's experience creating and coordinating the Milwaukee 
County Youth Initiative in 1988, a division of Milwaukee's Department of Health and 


Human Services that has come to handle more than 10,000 child abuse referrals per year. 


*Jonh Hegedorn, Forsaking Our Children: Bureaucracy and Reform in the Child Welfare 
System(Dawsonville, GA: Lakeview Publishing, 1995). 
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John Hagedorn's first observations found more than forty social workers 
performing specialized tasks pertaining to the welfare of a single family; social workers’ 
duties defined as child removal; pressure to place children in foster care; legal routines 
and paperwork; failure to engage in counseling that could help families stay together; 
money and contracts going primarily to white, upper-class neighborhoods. Hagedorn 
found that visits with social workers looked more like police investigations than to what 
we traditionally think of as social work, helping people in need find solutions to 
problems. In all fairness, Hagedorn says that part of the problem has been the 
overwhelming increase, since the 1970s, of child abuse and neglect cases, with social 
workers handling many more cases than they should. Public funding for social services 
has grown to handle these particular problems but the solutions have remained singularly 
unimaginative. 

In 1991, Hagedorn writes, half a million children were placed by the courts in 
foster homes, often moving from home to home in a short period of time and ending up in 
Children's Court as delinquents. Departments of social services across the country, he 
writes, "restructured in such a manner to facilitate investigative and child placement 
functions," not services.” 

"The history of social service reform," Hagedorn claims, "is a history of 
sacrificing the poor on the altar of bureaucracy." Rather than restructuring bureaucracies 
to meet the needs of changing populations and newly exploding problems like child 
abuse, welfare bureaucracies behaved, in the 1960s, '70s and '80s, like businesses, 
"tinkering with their managerial ideology," adding new people, appointing friends of 
elected officials to run departments and agencies. Social workers were given specialized 


“Ibid. 
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tasks like workers on a Ford assembly line rather than allowed to establish relationships 
with and solutions for their clients.°Hagedorn, further states that the legacy of the Reagan 
years was not the state's reduction of cash benefits to the poor, but continued bureaucratic 
growth, as politicians exploited issues like child abuse without seeking real reform. 
Crime-fighting bureaucracies like police forces, prisons, and other criminal justice 
facilities grew and multiplied, while social services languished.’ 

While removing children from unsupportive families is often the best and only 
solution, the families should be treated as consumers of services, not merely as subjects 
for legal investigations. Social workers benefit from working in teams, and from being 
able to perform a variety of tasks, not just specialized duties. Hagedorn, who is a 
visionary, has several good ideas for directing state resources to neighborhoods that most 
need them, including decentralized social workers and neighborhood councils. He 
caution reformers against purely symbolic reforms such as pleas for more money, more 
staff or changes in administrators, as well as reform that has no follow-up evaluation.* 

Forsaking Our Children is an on-the-ground book, the kind that policymakers 
may never read. Hagedorn's solutions make sense. He is not asking for more money, just 
more imagination and, shall we say, vision. 

In conclusion, it appears that the largest organization that abandoned children 
have to look forward to is the social work services. It appears to be the most popular 
organization and the one organization that has a little bit of everything that one would 
need 1n order back on their feet. The unfortunate part is that it too, like the church tends 

“Ibid. 

"Tbid. 
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to get nothing done. Because of greed, the social services organization has turned into 
somewhat of a breeding place for bodies and not necessarily because they were trying to 
help. According to Hagedorn, the workers were more concerned about trying to keep 
their jobs, than to give equal concern about the children. The church like the social 


service workers covered up the real deal in order to keep their jobs or their churches.” 


"Ibid. 


CHAPTER THREE 


FOUNDATIONS 
Biblical Foundation 
As we journey through the Bible from Genesis to Revelation, we realize that 
children, from birth to eighteen years of age, are truly a part of God’s great plan. When 
we look at God's children, we discover God. Children have always been a very important 


part of the ministry of Jesus. In the Bible, Jesus takes a child in his arms and receives him 
with love that shows an attitude of care and concern. Jesus seemed to always have time 
for children. He recognizes them to be humbling and precious in his sight. But not all 
viewed children like Jesus. Even the disciples had the nerve to rebuke some children. 


Because of the attitude of the disciples, Jesus had some strong words for them. Jesus said 


“Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them, for it is to such as these that the 
kingdom of God belongs” (Lk 18:16).' Matthew 19:14 puts it this way: but Jesus said, 
“Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for of such is the kingdom 


of heaven.” Jesus made no bones about his feelings about children and emphatically told 


'All scriptures are from the New Revised Standard Version unless otherwise indicated. 
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his disciples that unless they became like little children, they would not enter the 
kingdom of heaven. 


People in general, but especially children want to know that someone cares for 
them. They want to be sure that someone will be there for them at all times whether it’s 
doing good times or bad times. Life so for many reasons, can drop us into some destitute 
places and often times we find ourselves perplexed and confused. We sometimes find 
ourselves deep in an aperture where we find no consolation. We find no place to turn and 


begin to roll about in pity. One of the worst feelings that one could have is that of feeling 


unloved. When we feel unloved, we also feel insecure and have a lot of self-doubt 


causing us to feel unworthy and not important. We begin to ask God “Why hath thou 


forsaken me’? 


How should a child feel when someone like a parent has walked away from them? 
Does God care when you feel betrayed and left alone? According to the Bible, there is a 


wealth of scriptures that solidifies the fact that God cares. God promises never to leave 


you nor forsake you. According to Joshua 1:5, “No man shall be able to stand before you 


all the days of your life. Just as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave 


you or forsake you.” Psalm 94:14 states, “For the Lord will not forsake his people; he will 


not abandon his heritage.” And in Matthew 28:20, we find these words,” And behold, I 


am with you always, to the end of the age.” 


As we move from one book of the Bible to another, we find that the Bible is 
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sufficiently relevant to any subject under the sun. “Too many children being abandoned 


by their parents” is the problem of this context and “Bridging the gap through mentorship” 


is the solution. Two scriptures will be systematically investigated and studied in order to 
establish facts and conclusions about being a forsaken child and what can be done to 
alleviate the forsakenness. The first scripture comes from the Old Testament book of 


Psalms 27:1-10. 
Old Testament 


The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the 
stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? When evildoers assail me to 
devour my flesh- my adversaries and foes- they shall stumble and fall. Though an 
army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; though war rise up against me, 
yet [ will be confident. One thing I asked of the Lord, that I will seek after: to live 
in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, 
and to inquire in his temple. For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of 
trouble; he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will set me high on a 
rock. Now my head is lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I will offer 
in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing and make melody to the Lord. 


Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud, be gracious to me and answer me! “Come,” my 


heart says, “seek his face!” Your face, LORD, do I seek. Do not hide your face 


from me. Do not turn your servant away in anger, you who have been my help. 
Do not cast me off, do not forsake me, O God of my salvation! If my father and 
mother forsake me, the LORD will take me up (Ps 27:1-10). 


David is the writer, but the occasion is not clear. An ancient tradition assigned this 


Psalm to the turbulent period before David was anointed king over all Israel. It has been 


suggested by some modern scholars that this Psalm comes from the time of Absalom’s 


rebellion. The Psalm contains a testimony of faith, the testing of faith and the triumph of 
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faith. Because of the radical change of mood following the sixth verse, it caused some to 
think or even suggest that two separate Psalms have been combined into one.” 

There are several reasons for believing that the Psalm is two separate Psalms 
combined into one. The first reason is because of the differences in tone between the two 
sections. One section voices confidence and trust, while the other is full of lamentation 
and petitions. Both parts seem to be reasonably self-contained and they belong to 
different psalm-types. The first part is a Psalm of Confidence and Yahweh is spoken of in 
the third person. The second part however is a Lamentation or a prayer of an unjustly 
accused person and Yahweh is addressed in the second person in most verses. The 
sequence of the two sections is rather unusual, in that the cry for help follows expressions 
of confidence and certainty. 

David in this passage of scripture teaches us that God is not only a sustaining 


God, but is also a providing God. With Yahweh on his side, David had no fear. The Lord 


illuminates the darkness of trouble, anxiety, and danger. He was David's salvation and 


stronghold. My salvation is a synonym of my light, meaning my savior, the source of my 
deliverance. Yahweh had manifested himself to his people through the great historical 
events of deliverance, but his saving activity is not at an end. He is still the savior of his 
people and the deliverer of the individual in particular. 

David compares his enemies to wild beasts, wherein their only concern is to 


devour their prey. Evildoers are synonymous with my adversaries and foes and they are 


*Matthew Henry, Matthew Henry s Commentary On The Whole Bible: Complete And Unabridged 
In One Volume (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishing, 1994), 333, (Ps 27:7~14). 
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more likely the enemies of the individual farther than the national enemies of the people 
of God or of the king. They stumble and fall in the effort. Though he was often exposed 


to war, David was full of confidence. His faith banished his fear. 


David's chief desire in life was to be in the house of Yahweh, the tabernacle, 
which was God's temple or palace. There he could behold, see with the eye of faith, “the 
beauty of Yahweh,” his gracious kindness and loving character. David wished to inquire 


in Yahweh's temple, to seek the answers to spiritual mysteries. One who abides in the 


house of God, as his guest is secure from danger as one who is sheltered from heat and 
storm, or one who is safe from assault in some inaccessible rock fortress. In the 
immediate future David anticipated not only protection, but victory over his enemies.” 


The Psalmist is confident in Yahweh and in his protection. 


We must not forget that the practice of caring for children is a means of grace, a 


vehicle through which God is made known to them and us.* Isaiah 54:13 states, “And all 
thy children shall be taught of the Lord; and great shall be the peace of thy children.” Part 
of caring for children means teaching them of God’s word. Part of teaching them of God’s 


word means taking them to God’s house. Being in God’s house, they too will feel like 


*Thid. 


‘Pamela D. Couture, Seeing Children, Seeing God: A Practical Theology Of Children And Poverty 
(Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press,2000), 13. 
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David, safe and protected, secure from danger. For in God’s house, we seek a place of 


refuge, a safe haven, a place of peace, a place of ultimate protection and a place of divine 
wisdom. 

After the sixth verse, the Psalm changes abruptly to sounding sad and sorrowful 
and to an anxious supplication. This second part of Psalm 27 may well be an independent 
lament. The writer is probably unjustly accused of some sin, with the result that he has 
become an outcast even from his own family, and his very life seems to be in a rage. The 
Psalm opens with the usual petition for hearing and for help. "Hear, O Lord, when I cry 
aloud," have pity. "Be gracious to me," answer me by giving the help required, either by 
removing the particular misfortune, or by granting me favor, which would have the same 
effect. While David had accepted the invitation to seek the face of the Lord, God seemed 


to be on the verge of hiding his face from him. Yahweh had been his help in past trials. 


Surely God cannot have changed. This was surely a test of David’s faith. As children of 


God, from time to time our faith will be tested. Unfortunately, withstanding the test of 
faith is easier said than done, especially when it comes to dealing with children of God 
between the ages of birth to eighteen. How are children to respond when the one they 
thought loved and cared for them, walk away, abandon or desert them? 

As we peregrinate to the tenth verse of Psalm 27, this verse presents a picture of 
extreme loneliness and a sense of abandonment. Even his own kith and kin have given 
him up, because he is regarded as a guilty man under divine wrath manifesting itself in 


the particular misfortune or trouble.” David is friendless and forsaken as a deserted child. 


°A. A. Anderson, The Book of Psalms(London, England: Marshall, Morgan & Scott, 1972), 225. 
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David, nevertheless, knew that Yahweh would adopt him and care for him. God’s love is 


stronger than that of the closest human relations. If David follows the course of life 
designed for him by God he will be safe. He prays that this way might be like a path 
along a level open plain, free from pitfalls and places where enemies may lurk in ambush. 
That he would help and relieve him when all other helps and reliefs failed him.° 

When my father and my mother forsake me, the nearest and dearest friends I have 

in the world, from whom I may expect most relief and with most reason, when 

they die, or are at a distance from me, or are disabled to help me in the time of 
need, or are unkind to me or unmindful of me, and will not help me, when I am as 
helpless as a poor orphan that was left fatherless and motherless, then I know the 

Lord will take me up, as a poor wandering sheep is taken up, and saved from 

perishing. 

The time for God to help those that trust in God, is when all other helpers fail, 
when it is most for his honor and their comfort.’ With God, the fatherless find mercy. 
This promise has often been fulfilled. Forsaken orphans have been taken under the 
special care of the divine Providence, which has lifted up relief and friends for them in a 
way that one would not have expected. God is a surer and better friend than our earthly 
parents are or can be.* 

The issue of abandoned children in various parts of the world tugs at the hearts of 
many people. It particularly pulls at the core of those who have had to wait a long time to 


have much wanted and longed-for children. The thought of any child being unwanted is 


truly a painful one.’ The situation dealing with abandon children is a call to prayer. In 


* 


Ibid. 
Ibid. 


“Henry, Matthew Henry's Commentary On The Whole Bible (Ps 27:7-14). 


°“All God’s Children,” Christian Science Monitor, August13, 2008. 
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praying for these children, we have to turn to God for a deeper understanding of his love 


for his children. When talking about God’s children, we have to consider both the ones 


we usually think of as children and their parents, at least some of whom may be little 


more than children themselves. Each child, as the image and likeness of our Father- 


Mother God, already has a place in infinite love—a place where he or she has an 
inheritance that nothing can take away.'° We speak of prayer because prayer can affirm 
that not one of God's children is unwanted, unplanned, or a mistake. Each life, each child 
has a design in God's mothering and fathering purpose.'' 

The life of Jesus Christ makes it very clear that we have a duty and a privilege to 
serve our brothers and sisters on earth. Jesus Christ said, “No one has greater love than 


this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends” (Jn 15:13). We lay down our lives every 


time we put someone else’s needs before our own. We lay down our lives through 


service. The writer contends that through service we are often reminded that God allows 


us to be the answer to someone else’s prayers. This contention has lead the writer to her 


second scripture, which comes from the New Testament Gospel of Matthew 25: 30-41. 


lTbid. 


“Atl God’s Children,” Christian Science Monitor, August 13, 2008. 
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New Testament 


When the son of man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will 
sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he 
will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 
goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats on the left. Then the 


king will say to those at his right hand, “come, you are blessed by my father, inherit 


the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry 
and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick 


and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me”. Then the righteous 


will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or 


thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a 
stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it 


that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’And the king will answer them, 
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of 


my family, you did it to me” (Mt 25:31-40). 

This is one of the most vivid parables that Jesus ever spoke, and the lesson is crystal 
clear. The lesson is that God will judge us in accordance with our reaction to human 
need. His judgment does not depend on the knowledge we have amassed, or, the frame 
that we have acquired, or the fortune that we have gained, but on the help that we have 
given. There are certain things, which this parable teaches us about the help we must 
give.” 

The crux of interpretation for the passage is the identity of the least of these. In 
the exposition of the text to which we are most accustomed, the least of these, are defined 
as the poor and needy of the world, whoever they happen to be. There is considerable 


evidence in the First Gospel, however, that Matthew has a much more specific group of 


poor and needy persons in mind. The phrase least of these recalls passages in which Jesus 


William Barclay, The Gospel of Matthew, vol. 2(Philadelphia, PA: The Westminster Press, 
1975), 325; 
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refers to his disciples as little ones. In the only other texts where Jesus speaks of his 


family members or brothers, the term describes disciples of Jesus as those who do God’s 


will. 

First of all, it must be help in simple things. The things, which Jesus picks out, 
such as giving a hungry man a meal, or a thirsty man a drink, welcoming a stranger, 
cheering the sick, visiting the prisoner, are things, which anyone can do. It is not a 
question of giving away thousands of pounds, or of writing ours names in the annals of 
history. It is simply a case of giving simple to the people we meet every day.’° There has 
never been a parable, which so opened the way to glory to the simplest people. 

It must be help, which is uncalculating. Those who helped did not think they were 
helping Christ and thus piling up eternal merit. They helped because they could not stop 


themselves. It was the natural, instinctive, quite uncalculating reaction of the loving heart. 


Whereas, on the other hand, the attitude of those who failed to help was, “If we had 


known it was you, we would have gladly helped, but we thought it was only some 


common man who was not worth helping.” It is still true that there are those who will 


help if they are given praise and thanks along with publicity. Help like that is really not 


help at all, it is to pander to self-esteem. This kind of help is not generosity; it is only 


disguised selfishness. The help, which wins the approval of God, is that which is given 


for nothing but the sake of helping. '* 


Thid., 325. 


“Barclay, The Gospel of Matthew, 325-326. 
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Jesus confronts us with the wonderful truth that all such help given is given to 
himself, and all such help withheld is withheld from himself. How can that be? If we 
really wish to move him to gratitude, the best way to do it is to help his child. God is the 
great father and the way to delight the heart of God is to help his children, our fellow- 


men. - 


There are two men who found this parable blessedly true. One of the men was 
Francis of Asissi. He was a very wealthy, high born and high-spirited man, but he was 
not happy. He felt that life was incomplete. Then one day he was out riding and met a 
leper. The leper was loathsome and repulsive in the ugliness of his disease. Something 
moved Francis Asissi to dismount and fling his arms around this wretched sufferer. In his 
arms, the face of the leper seemed to have changed to the face of Christ."® 

The other man was Martin of Tours. He was a Roman soldier and a Christian. 
One cold winter day, as he was entering a city, a beggar stopped him and asked for 


money. Martin had no money, but the beggar was blue and shivering with cold and 


Martin gave him what he had. He took off his soldier’s coat, which was worn and frayed. 


He cut it in two and gave half of it to the beggar man. That night he had a dream. In it he 


saw the heavenly places and ail the angels and Jesus in the midst of them. Jesus was 


wearing half of a Roman soldier’s cloak. One of the angels said to him, “Master, why are 


you wearing that battered old cloak? Who gave it to you?” And Jesus answered softly, 


Thid., 326. 


6Tbid. 
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“My servant Martin gave it to me.”"” 


“It takes a village to raise a child,” is a popular cry among people who care about a 


child’s welfare. This reference is to an African tradition in which the child is seen as the 


responsibility not simply of the family, but of the entire village. Also popular is Carol 


Stack’s work, All OurKin, in which she describes the African-American family as an 


extended kin network, with various members standing in as substitute parents as 


1 
needed.'® 


These images have tremendous appeal. It feels good to think of children nestled in 


their parents’ arms, with supportive family members ready to help in good times and bad, 


and with the village community there for the child and the family from day one. It fits 


with our intuition that in the best of circumstances nuclear family units can’t be expected 


to provide everything that a child needs all the time. And it fits with the reality that in 


modern America huge numbers of children are growing up in family situations that are 


1.” Children are abandoned or torn apart from their families for many 


far from idea 
reasons such as poverty, drugs, violence, unemployment, and despair.Many parents who 


abandon their children suffered the same maltreatment as the children themselves. They 


are parenting as they were parented. We have to come to realize that while abandonment 


Thi. 


'’Blizabeth Bartholet,Vobody’s Children: Abuse and neglect, Foster DRIFT, and the Adoption 
Alternative (Boston, MA: Beacon Press, 1999), 2. 
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occur at all socioeconomic levels, they are most highly concentrated among the most 
disadvantaged. 

In conclusion, for our children to not only survive, but to thrive, they need a 
community that will take significant responsibility for their care and nurture, rather than a 
community that will leave them dependent, causing them to be in a constant struggle to 
make it. Unfortunately, our country has traditionally been more reluctant than many to 
assert responsibility for its children, because of the value placed in our culture on 
individual and family autonomy and on the free market.*° Abandon or forsaken children 
will only be able to thrive our society only if we begin to think of children born to other 
people, and to other racial groups, and to poor people, and to people who live elsewhere, 


as in some sense ours. 


Historical Foundation 


For a historical foundation on abandonment or forsakenness, the history of the 
AME Church, the Missionary Society and the Young People’s Department will be 
addressed. The context is Antioch African Methodist Episcopal Church located in Stone 
Mountain, Ga. Included in this paper will be the history of the Antioch AME Church and 
the history of things done at the church to alleviate forsakenness. Forsakenness or 
abandonment is nothing new. For as far back as the days of Moses, parents have been 
abandoning their children. Moses, however, was abandon by his mother in order to save 
his life. Nevertheless, he was abandoned. Aristotle, who was born in 330 BC, considered 
a great man in his time, yet his mother forsook him. Abandonment or forsakenness is the 
elephant in the room we see it but do not want to talk about it. 


Thid., 3. 
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For the purpose of this section, the contention is made that it should be the 
business of the church to reach out, standout and look out for the forsaken children in the 
community. As we look at the history of abandonment or forsakenness, for what seems 
like an eternity, churches and religious outreach ministries have had a caring hand for the 
youth, especially in predominantly Black communities. 

The Black church has a unique and uniquely powerful youth and community 
outreach tradition. The Black church’s historic role in providing Blacks with education, 
social services, and a safe gathering place was an early indication of its historic role in 
the civil rights movement. 

To illustrate how the Black church outreach tradition has been transmitted and 
lives on today, there will be two examples offered, that of the Allen Cathedral AME 
Church in New York and the Antioch AME Church in Stone Mountain, Georgia. 

The history of the AME Church is very extraordinary. It grew out of the Free 
African Society, which Richard Allen, Absalom Jones, and others established in 
Philadelphia in 1787. When officials at St. George’s Methodist Episcopal Church pulled 
blacks off their knees while praying, Free African Society members discovered just how 
far American Methodists would go to enforce racial discrimination against African 
Americans. Therefore, certain members of St. George made plans to transform their 
mutual aid society into an African congregation. Although most wanted to affiliate with 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, Allen led a small group who resolved to remain 
Methodists. Richard Allen had purchased an old blacksmith shop and convinced 
Methodist Bishop Francis Asbury to dedicate it in 1794, naming it Bethel African 


Methodist Episcopal Church with Allen as the pastor. To establish Bethel’s independence 


D3 


from interfering white Methodists, Richard Allen, who was a former slave, successfully 
sued in the Pennsylvania courts in 1807 and 1815 for the right of the congregation to 
exist as an independent institution. Because Black Methodists in other Middle Atlantic 
communities encountered racism and desired religious autonomy, Allen called them to 
meet in Philadelphia to form a new Wesleyan denomination, the AME.7! 

After the birth of what is now called Mother Bethel in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
other churches began springing up not only in Pennsylvania, but also in New Jersey, 
Delaware, Illinois, New York, Ohio, and Maryland. Even the slave states such as 
Kentucky, Missouri, Louisiana, and South Carolina gained the presence of the AME 
Church. With the permission of the Union army officials, AME clergy moved into the 
states of the collapsing Confederacy to pull newly freed slaves into their denomination. 
Because of the intentional evangelism done in the southern states of Georgia, Florida, 
Alabama, Texas and other parts of the south, membership rose to 400,000 by the year 
1880.” Bishop Henry McNeal Turner pushed African Methodism across the Atlantic into 
Liberia and Sierra Leone in 1891 and into South Africa in 1896.”° 

Today, the African Methodist Episcopal Church has membership in twenty 
Episcopal Districts in thirty-nine countries on five continents. Twenty-one active Bishops 
and nine General Officers, who manage the departments of the church, administer the 


work of the Church.” 


"The History of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, accessed, May 30, 2013, 
http://www.ame-church.com/about-us/history.php. 
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hid. 
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The African Methodist Episcopal Church has become what it is partially, if not in 
totality, because of its Mission and Purpose of the Church, which states: 
The Mission of the African Methodist Episcopal Church is to minister to the 
spiritual, intellectual, physical, emotional, and environmental needs of all people 
by spreading Christ’s liberating gospel through word and deed. At every level of 
the Connection and in every local church, the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church shall engage in carrying out the spirit of the original Free African Society, 
and out of which the AME Church evolved: that is, to seek out and save the lost, 
and serve the needy through a continuing program of (1) preaching the gospel, (2) 
feeding the hungry, (3) clothing the naked, (4) housing the homeless, (5) cheering 
the fallen, (6) providing jobs for the jobless, (7) administering to the needs of 
those in prisons, hospitals, nursing homes, asylums and mental institutions, senior 


citizens’ homes; caring for the sick, the shut-in, the mentally and socially 
disturbed, and (8) encouraging thrift and economic advancement.” 


The first missionary activities with the women began with the organizing of the 
Dorcas Society by Richard Allen in 1824. The members of the Society started out 
working together caring for the ministers who were helping to establish the AME Church. 
Sarah Allen, wife of Richard Allen, organized the Daughters of the conference to sew, 
mend, and patch coats, pants, and underwear. The Daughters of the conference 
organization also raised money so that the pastors, with their tattered clothes, might be 
presentable at the opening of the conference, after having traveled and worked hard 
during the year.”° 

Reverend William Paul Quinn was appointed missionary to the West by the 
General Conference in 1840 and the missionary interest increased tremendously. In 1874, 
there was a plea for the women to organize a missionary society to give assistance in 
Haiti. They had to choose a president and Mrs. Mary Campbell became the first 


*> The Doctrine and Discipline of the African Methodist Episcopal Church 2000(Nashville, TN: 
AMEC Sunday School Union, 2001), 13. 


*°The History of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, accessed, May 30,2013, 
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president. The Women’s Parent Mite Missionary Society was formed. Largely the 
southern areas supported this Society. Meanwhile in September of 1893, a delegation of 
women asked for permission of Bishop Henry Turner for the organization of a 
connectional Missionary Society, as there were thousands of women desiring to work in 
missions. The request was granted and it was called the Women’s Home and Foreign 
Missionary Society. The function of this society was to support and supervise the work in 
South Africa and help mission preachers and churches at home. This society drew 
members mainly from northern areas. Some of the members began to get upset because 
of the two societies. They could not grasp the function of two societies when they both 
did the same thing.’ 

Whenever the General Conference met, reports from the Missionary Department 
usually blended commentaries about the two societies. But in 1944, after much 
discussion, the two societies merged and became one for the purpose of doing missionary 
work at home and abroad. The women’s Missionary Society of the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church has now grown to become connectional, international, operating all 
over the church and the world. It has become a corporate body. Through the Missionary 
Society, all women of the church have an opportunity to participate and broaden their 
scope of missions; to use their skills, knowledge, insight, and leadership while touching 
the lives of many people all over the world.”° 

Under the auspices of the Women’s Missionary Society, a youth organization 


called The Young People and Children’s Division (YPD) was established in October of 
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1915. This organization is used to provide meaningful youth training programs in all 
areas of church life, which will provide for full participation in the total mission of the 
church. It also provides specific training in evangelism, Christian social relations and 
education programs designed to increase knowledge of the AME Church history and the 
Scriptures. The YPD membership is estimated at over 800,000 young men and women 
between the age of two and twenty-six.”” 

The Young People’s Department has a goal to interest youth in discovering 
opportunities for witnessing in today’s world and to put their convictions into action in all 
of their daily relationships, to develop leadership committed to Christ and the Church, to 
enable youth to know the historical background of the AME Church and the 
Connectional Women’s Missionary Society and to do the best in helping make God’s 
Kingdom come on earth, as it is in Heaven.°° 

In order to cover the age group two to twenty-six, the Young Peoples’ Department 
provides divisions within the organization in the following manner: 

e The Mother Sunbeam, age level preschool to primary (2 to 6) 

e The Allen Stars, age level primary to six-grade (7 to 12) 

e The Young People’s Auxiliary (YPA) age level 13 to 17 

¢ The Adult Division, age level, 18 to 26.*! 


The Women’s Missionary Society seized a golden opportunity when they decided 


to take on the youth. Often times, the children that are a part of the Young People’s 


The History of the Young Peoples’ Department of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, accessed, 
June 1, 2013, http://www.smithchapelamec.net/ypd. 
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Department, are children that have fallen by the way side and need some guidance. The 
women in this organization act as mentors and nurturers toward the children. They not 
only teach and assist them spiritually, but also physically, feeding and clothing them. 

The denominational descendants of Richard Allen have an extraordinary outreach 
tradition. As we journey from the days of Richard Allen at Mother Bethel in Philadelphia 
to Antioch African Methodist Episcopal Church in Stone Mountain, Georgia, we find that 
the outreach tradition is alive and well. Before the outreach tradition at the Antioch AME 
Church is delved into, some history about the church is offered. This history is one that 
has been written down and passed down from generation to generation. 

The Antioch African Methodist Episcopal Church has the distinction of being the 
first Black church of Decatur, Georgia. The Antioch Church was founded during the 
early reconstruction era, in 1868. Several faithful and progressive minded Christians 
decided to begin a church whereby they could have the privilege of worshiping in their 
own manner; among their own people; thus Antioch Church was born. The original group 
began meeting on the first and third Sundays of each month at the home of Sister Lou 
Bratcher on Electric Avenue. The members chose the name Antioch after the disposition 
of the members. Antioch AME Church continues to hold its’ own reference in the 
DeKalb Historical Society records. Growing in membership, the Antioch AME Church 
prospered, and in 1874, constructed a one room building on Marshall Street. They started 
a steward board and a stewardess board. Many of the families that made up those boards 
are still represented today in the Antioch Church. 

Since its establishment, Antioch church has had at least seventy ministers, over 


twenty-nine presiding elders and an increasing membership; which have all had a 
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considerable impact on the historical significance of the church. In the early 1930’s, the 
pastor at that time reorganized the church, laid plans for, and began the construction of a 
new structure. This was truly a remarkable feat considering the fact that the great 
depression was taking its toll on the entire country. It was also during this time that the 
church decided to organize its Missionary Society. Because of the great depression, the 
members thought it was a great time to try and pull together in order to help each other. 
They pulled together and aided their neighbors with food and clothing. 

In 1965, land was yet again purchased and a new modern edifice was erected. In 
less than twenty years, in 1981, the mortgage at the new site was burmed. Since that time, 
the community surrounding the church changed because Decatur went through an urban 
renewal. The church became completely blocked in by houses filled with people of a 
different hue. This caused a decline in membership and made it very hard for the church 
to survive, let alone thrive. 

In October of 1992, a young, energetic, dynamic, and efficient pastor was 
assigned to Antioch Church. A spiritual renewal was begun through high praise worship 
and preaching by the new pastor. Bible studies, prayer meetings, workshops, seminars, 
revivals, and other teaching vehicles designed to empower the laity of the church was 
established. The members became enthusiastic about growth and the future of the 
historical church. On September 24, 1995, the congregation stepped out on faith and 
moved from Decatur to the present site in Stone Mountain, Georgia. That relocation is 
one of the largest acquisitions among AME churches in the southeastern United States. 


Since moving from Hybernia Street, the small congregation of less than 200 has grown to 
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surpass two thousand with an expansion plan currently underway that will unleash untold 
possibilities for growth and the building up of God’s Kingdom. 

Churches in a lot of ways are like trees. You can tell a tree by the fruit it bare. 
Oftentimes the church one attends can tell you something about that person. Antioch 
AME Church boasts about being a community oriented church. Antioch Church attempts 
to reach out and touch everybody in the community. The pastor has embedded in the 
members’ heads that the way to reach the community is through the children of the 
community. Antioch Church has a strong affinity for youth and believes that a church 
without babies or youth is a church that is not growing. Antioch Church goes the extra 
mile when trying to reach our youth. 

Because of the beliefs at Antioch Church about youth, the church has established 
many organizations that elevate the presence of youth. While listing the youth 
organizations, two will be described in depth. The organizations that involves the youth 
and make them want to come to church are as follows: Sunday school, followed by 
breakfast, YPD, which includes mission work, youth church, youth choir, sunbeam choir, 
which includes five and under, athletics (basketball: girls and boys), performing arts, Bell 
choir, peacemakers (boys 5-16), girls reality series (girls10-18) and Angel Tree ministry. 

The Girls Reality Series is an organization that teaches girls how to be young 
ladies. It is an eight-week program that enhances their thinking in a positive way. It 
teaches them how to love their self and to love God through serving their community. At 
the end of the eight-week course there is a graduation. The program is very similar to 


Rites of passage. 
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The Angel Tree ministry is a ministry that is done under the auspices of the 
Women’s Missionary society and done with the Young People’s Department. It is usually 
done at Christmas time. Gifts are bought for children of incarcerated parents. The gifts 
are wrapped and the name of the incarcerated parent is put on the gift, so the child will 
think that the gift is from their mom or dad. The children from the Young People’s 
Department actually wrap the gifts. It is truly a blessing to see the children who are doing 
the wrapping. A lot of them cannot imagine being abandon or forsaken by their parent for 
whatever reason. 

As we journey from the church in Stone Mountain to the church in New York, it 
has been found that the outreach tradition is alive and well there also. The historic Allen 
Cathedral AME Church was founded in Jamaica Community in 1834. They remained 
solid in membership and in faith. Contentment was the quest of the membership. In the 
eighties, a new pastor that had a broader vision for the church shook up the contentment. 
Because of a huge growth in membership, 3000 members left the existing church 
building and began worshipping in the Allen Cathedral School gymnasium for fourteen 
years. While in the gym, the membership grew to over 8000, creating an even more 
urgency for a new church. Three parcels of land were purchased a block from the school 
and church and in 1997 a new facility was erected. Over the last decade, Allen Cathedral 
AME Church’s 8,000-member congregation has raised millions of dollars and devoted 
countless volunteer hours to the slow, but steady redevelopment of the church’s 
surrounding community. The original church building is now referred to the Push- 


Forward Chapel, where the youth worship. In 1992, the pastor launched the Push- 
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Forward Youth Chapel in Jamaica Queens, which is the church’s original building one of 
the city’s poorest neighborhoods.” 

Push-Forward’s mission was to mentor and minister to neighborhood children 
ages three to nineteen (not just the children of Allen Cathedral AME members); 
encourage older Push-Forward youth to reach out to their peers in schools and on the 
streets who don’t attend church; and to use the chapel building as a community “safe 
haven” for any child who simply wanted to get off the surrounding mean streets or find 
something constructive to do. Push-Forward’s development was entrusted into the hands 
of a young seminarian at the age of twenty-six. The young seminarian carried Push- 
Forward from 1992 to 1998. He began Push-Forward with only two-dozen youngsters, 
but by 1998, there were over 500 youth members. 

Push-Forward’s outreach success is captured by the tale of two of its members 
from two different worlds. One young lady, age sixteen, is one of Push-Forward’s 
remnant youth, a comfortably middleclass Black daughter of two Black lawyers who are 
members of Allen Cathedral AME Church. She has many not so fond memories of a 
young man, age twenty-three. “As a younger child,” she recounted to me, “I remember 
seeing him out on the streets hustling drugs... He was very threatening... a neighborhood 
roughneck, plain and simple.” He confirmed her recollection: “I did what she saw and 


worse... At age seventeen, I left home... At home, I was physically abused...sometimes I 


**John J. Dilulio, Jr., “Living Faith: The Black Church Outreach Tradition,’ Jeremiah Project 
Report,No 3, 1998:1. 


62 


starved for food...On the streets, whatever I did, I did not go hungry, and IJ did not care 
about anybody else.” 

Jatled at the age of nineteen, the young man escaped a possible five year prison 
term, but he finally could not escape the relentless outreach and the tug of Push-Forward 
Ministries. The seminarian that was in charge of Push-Forward met with the young man, 
one-on-one, and said, “Right now, let it go. Put it all on Christ and let it go... Our church 
in Queens, not the streets, is our home... All of a sudden, I am struggling to see how I 
can help him reach other kids on the streets.” The young lady confirmed his 
transformation: “He’s definitely a positive influence in the neighborhood now, like a big 
brother in Christ Jesus to everyone, especially to the boys from group homes, street 
gangs, or on the streets.” 

In conclusion, there are just too many children being abandoned by their parents. 
That gap can be bridged through mentorship through the church. Thurmond Neill 
Tillman, a former probation officer and apprentice aircraft pilot, explains the church’s 
mission this way; “Whatever the needs of the people, that they cannot meet themselves, it 
is the mission of the church to help them... We can tackle any problem our people face 
because the church comes to the problem not bound by its own resources and capacities. 
The church is God’s representative on earth. We have access to all the resources that 


implies.””” 


“Ibid. 
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Judith Crocker Burris and Andrew Billingsley,““The Black Church and the Community: 


Antebellum Times to the present, Case Studies in Social Reform,’’National Journal of Sociology,8; no.1 
and 2, Summer/Winter 1994: 38. 
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Theological Foundations 


The theological foundations will systematically investigate the conscious 
cognitive processes of some theologians and scholars on their take on abandonment, 
hope, and love. It is the contention that abandonment and hope are two peas in a pod. 
Usually, where abandonment takes place, hope is not far behind. Once hope is 
established, love abides. Often times, abandonment takes place because of hopeful 
thoughts, thoughts that the abandoned person would receive a better life. Sometimes hope 
occurs in the midst of abandonment, not because of the doings of the one who is doing 
the abandoning, but because it is a part of God’s plan who loves his children. 

The familiar New Testament picture of Jesus taking a child in his arms and 
receiving him with love portrays an attitude of care and concern for children found 
nowhere else in the ancient world. Children, along with women, old men, and slaves, 
were viewed as physically weak burdens on society who had little value to the wider life 
of the community. In Greece and Rome, it was an accepted practice to abandon unwanted 
children along the roadsides to die. 

Jesus, however, seemed to always find time for youngsters; he told his disciples 
that unless they became like little children they would not enter the kingdom of heaven. 
He warned his followers not to despise children or to cause them to stumble. Children 
were valuable and were to be treated with love and care. Even in the Bible times, it was 
forbidden to abandon a child. 

“Anyone who does not provide for their relatives, and especially for their own 


household, has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever” (1 Tm 5:8). It is a sin if 
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a man does not give his family the things they need and he is considered worse than an 
unbeliever. 

Jesus' teachings concerning children were faithfully followed by the early church, 
which believed that to receive a child in the name of Christ was to receive Christ 
Himself. Admonitions against the pagan practices of abortion and child abandonment 
were found in the earliest Christian writings. The Epistle of Barnabas, which is a Greek 
epistle containing twenty-one chapters commanded: Thou shalt not slay the child by 
procuring abortion; nor again, shalt thou destroy it after it is born. Thou shalt not 
withdraw thy hand from thy son, or from thy daughter, but from their infancy thou shalt 
teach them the fear of the Lord.”° 

Christians began collecting infants abandoned by their parents and raising them as 
their own. If pagans or ungodly people took in such abandoned children, it was most 
often for immoral purposes. Justin Martyr, who was raised ungodly by pagan parents, 
began to see the world in dramatically different ways after he became a Christian. He 
believed that the gods whose statues he saw on a regular basis were actually demons and 
he could appeal to the moral degeneracy around him to support his view that there was a 
strong demonic influence on society, moral degeneracy such as abandoning children and 
sodomizing the young. ’ The second century Christian Justin Martyr spoke out against 
the practice of abandoning children. Justin Martyr stated, “As for us, we have been taught 
that to expose newly born children is the action of wicked men...We refuse to do this, 


first, because we see that almost all so exposed—boys as well as girls—are brought up 


“Christian Thought Early, accessed December 5, 2013, http://www.faqs.org/childhood/Ch- 
Co/Christian-Thought-Early. html. 
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for prostitution. As the ancients are said to have reared herds of oxen, or goats, or sheep, 
or grazing horses, so now we see that you rear children for this shameful purpose.”*® 

The early Christian attitude toward children was very different than it is today. It 
was different because the early Church recognized the child as a person. Both children 
and adults were equal in the kingdom of God. The Christians taught that God cared for 
children, as well as slaves, women and barbarians, just as much as he did for men. 
Entrance into the Kingdom of God did not depend on wealth, status, learning, or personal 
merit. With that in mind, it left one with the contention that being saved from sin was not 
just open to adults, but to children as well. 

Constantine—the first Christian Emperor—enacted two measures targeting the 
problem of child destruction: 1) Constantine provided funds out of the imperial treasury 
for parents over burdened with children; and 2) Constantine gave all the rights of 
property of exposed children to those who saved and supported them. But more 
generally, Constantine broadened the scope of imperial charity and provided assistance 
for the poor and needy. He also acknowledged the new ideal of charity. Previous 
emperors had encouraged schemes to support small numbers of children in less favored 
families, the future recruits for their armies. Constantine gave funds to the churches to 
support the poor, the widow and orphans. 

As much as we would like to see change in and around the world, it appears that 
some things just do not change. Today, just as it was in the early days of the Church, 
children were accepted as part of the church, but there were no Christian educational 
programs for children. There were classes for those wishing to join the church, but no 


specific classes or schools for children. In part this was due to the poverty of the early 
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church and the persecution the church endured for the first centuries. And there was the 
conviction that such training was primarily the responsibility of the parents. There were 
several church leaders who addressed letters or sermons to parents instructing them in the 
proper Christian training of their children. 

In the fourth century, John Chrysostom wrote, Vainglory and the Right Way for 
Parents to Bring up Their Children stating, “Children were untamed wild creatures who 
needed many restraints to bridle their unruly natures.’”” Parents, he said, should be more 
concerned about training a child's soul than educating him in literature or the arts. 
Chrysostom told parents that if good precepts were impressed on the soul while it is yet 
tender, no man would be able to destroy them when they have set firm.” 

Early theologians protested customary and common practices of abandonment 
and exposure of children. There’s evidence from texts and practices that point to a 
positive evaluation of childhood and children from the early Christian communities. 
“Whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it” (Mk 
10:15). The teachings of Jesus himself presented childhood as a model for the spiritual 
life. The process of being formally accepted into the faith returned one to childhood and 
therefore the rites of Christian acceptance were abundantly supplied with the symbolism 
of birth and infancy, motherhood and childbearing. In the first four centuries after the 
death of Jesus, most converts to Christianity were adults, who were literally born again 
into the faith. From the fourth century onward, infant baptism became more prominent. 


Newly baptized Christians were infants in both name and in fact. 


“Chrysostom, John. 1978 [1951]. "Address on Vainglory and the Right Way for Parents to Bring 
Up Their Children." In Chris-tianity and Pagan Culture in the Later Roman Empire, trans. M. L.W. 
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Christian faith reconfigured the family because Christ served as the true guardian 
of Christians. Clement of Alexandria, a Christian theologian, whose real name was Titus 
Flavius Clements, was born in Athens, Greece in 150 AD and died in the year of 215AD 
in Jerusalem, Israel. Clement of Alexandria, being in accordance with the accepted form 
and done in according to a fixed plan or method, provided an exposition arguing the 
subject of Christ being the true teacher of all mankind entitled "The Teacher." Christ 
teaches Christians, but the child models the spiritual life. Clement of Alexandria tried to 
drive believers to imitate the simplicity, freshness, and purity of the child in their spiritual 
lives. Clement of Alexandria strongly opposed child abandonment. He condemned the 
Romans for saving and protecting young birds and other creatures while lacking moral 
compunctions about abandoning their own children.*! 

A later theologian, Isidore of Seville, who was born 560AD and died 636AD, 
emphasized the child's spiritual superiority to adults. He argued that young boys 
possessed virtues utterly lacking in adult males. Isidore of Seville stressed that the boys, 
as opposed to adult males, did not processed bitterness or grudges. He further stressed 
about the young boys that they was immune to the charms of beautiful women and that 
they did not think one thing and say another. Spiritual childhood existed as an ideal for 
the life of discipleship. 

Childhood and the actual life of a child meant different things to different people. 
Childhood functioned as the system used as an example to follow for Christian 
spirituality, but the actual life of children was more of a problem. In the Roman world 


children were routinely abandoned in rural places, in specified or designated sections of 


*'Clement Alexandria, Christ the Educator, T ianity and Pagan Culture in the Later Roman 
Empire, trans. Simon P. Wood (New York, NY: Fathers of the Church,1954). 


68 


the marketplace, or later, on the steps of churches. Early Christian theologians like 
Athenagoras, and Tertullian in the second century and Lactantius in the third century 
denounced the practice of abandonment, which constituted destruction, even as they 
acknowledged that not all exposed children were prey to hunger or wild animals. These 
early theologians found that more likely than not, children only escaped death to be 
raised as slaves or prostitutes. Tertullian and Lactantius, adamantly admitted that extreme 
poverty might force parents into a deplorably bad situation. However, poverty in no way 
should have legitimated abandonment. Because of Lactantius’ strong belief against 
abandonment, he made his argument quite plain to parents. He said, “Parents who could 
not support their children should practice abstinence.” Lactantius was not the only one 
who felt as he did about abandonment. Others such as Clement of Alexandria publicly 
declared it wrong for parents to abandon children that they could have afforded to raise. 
Early Christian theologians and scholars were so against the abandonment of children 
that they urged restricting sexual intercourse to procreation, a move that has been 
popularly interpreted as fear of sexuality and the body. It is more likely that these early 
Christian theologians were troubled by the fate of children in a world that regarded them 
as disposable.”” 

Child abandonment has existed since the beginning of time and a part of God’s 
plan. The plan of someone Christian being available to take in and take care of the 
abandoned children is a part of God here on earth. “For I was hungry and you gave me 
something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and 
you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after 
me, I was in prison and you came to visit me. Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, 
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when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 
When did we see you a stranger, invite you in, or needing clothes, and clothe you? When 
did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you? ’ “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell 
you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did 
for me’ (Mt 25:35-40). 

It was a plan that began as far back as 313 AD. The Edict of Milan in 313 AD was 
a document that was issued in order to make Christianity a legitimate religious option 
within the Roman Empire and that was no longer threatened by persecution. Christians 
were granted the right to assemble, build churches, and retain property. Children placed 
on the doorsteps of churches found care in church-supported orphanages. Monasteries 
regularly received young children, and Christian families kept them supplied. There were 
many reasons for this practice of offering. Because of the dangers of childbirth and the 
limited life expectancies, some children had no parents. In other cases, poor parents felt 
offering their children to God would enhance their children's chances of survival, while 
parents of more modest means could not always afford an inheritance for all of their sons 
and daughters. Still other reasons count as religious: some parents sought some spiritual 
benefits in this world or the next, while others offered their children out of a sense of 
gratitude, following the example of Hannah in the Hebrew scriptures (1 Sm 1:27-28). 

Oftentimes, what is built or started for something good turns bad because of 
sadistic, political, or greedy reasons. The monasteries started excellent programs, 
especially for abandoned children, but somehow the leaders established rules that made 
the organization anything but the caring and sharing organization that it should have 


been. Some people who lived under the religious rules called Monastic rules confirmed 
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that the practice of oblation or the practice of offering their children to God was true, but 
also acknowledged that the rules the leaders had established had some problems. For 
example, the monastic rules of Basil the Great (c. 330-379) required witnesses to be 
present when parents offered a child to a community. Many times it would be hard to get 
somebody to witness you giving your child away, even if you were giving the child to a 
religious institution. Basil also insisted that if a child was at the age of sixteen or 
seventeen that the child would make their own decision as to whether or not they wished 
to remain in religious life. There was some serious thought as to whether or not a child 
sixteen or seventeen really had the capacity to know whether they needed religious roots 
or whether it was just a ploy to get rid of some of the children in order to make room for 
more. As a whole the earlier theologians did not approve of child abandonment, but they 
were all in agreement that they needed to find a way to provide and care for the children. 

Children in earlier times, like today, faced a spectrum of dangers ranging from 
hunger to abandonment and because of this, death lies cut across all class lines. It appears 
that the perils of childhood deeply impressed the early Christian writers and with the end 
of persecution they turned their theological attention to children. 

A German by the name of Jurgen Moltmann was influenced heavily by Ernst 
Bloch’s philosophy of hope. Jurgen Moltmann's theology focuses on the hope that the 
resurrection brings. Moltmann stressed that through faith we are bound to Christ, and as 
such have the hope of the resurrected Christ. For Moltmann, the hope of the Christian 
faith is hope in the resurrection of Christ crucified. Hope and faith depend on each other 
to remain true and substantial and only with both will one find "not only a consolation in 
suffering, but also the protest of the divine promise against suffering."*? But because of 


J. Moltmann, Theology of Hope (London, UK: SCM Publishing, 1967), 21. 
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the hope we hold, we may never exist harmoniously in a society such as ours, which is 
based on sin. 

A Christian ought to find hope in the future but also experience much 
discontentment with the way the world is now, corrupt and full of sin. Sin bases itself on 
hopelessness, which, according to Moltmann can take on two forms, one being 
presumption and the other despair. Moltmann says, "Presumption is a premature, self 
willed anticipation of the fulfillment of what we hope for from God. Despair is the 
premature, arbitrary anticipation of the non-fulfillment of what we hope for from God." 
In Moltmann's all wise opinion, all should be seen from an eschatological perspective, 
looking toward the days when Christ will make all things new. 

"A proper theology would therefore have to be constructed in the light of its 


4 ; 
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future goal. Eschatology should not be its end, but its beginning. 
many fear, remove happiness from the present by focusing all ones attention toward the 
hope for Christ's return. Moltmann addresses this concern as such: "Does this hope cheat 
man of the happiness of the present? How could it do so! For it is itself the happiness of 
the present."”° The importance of the current times is necessary for the Theology of Hope 
because it brings the future events to the here and now. This theological perspective of 
eschatology makes the hope of the future, the hope of today. Hope strengthens faith and 
aids a believer into living a life of love, and directing them toward a new creation of all 


things. It creates in a believer a “passion for the possible.’*° "For our knowledge and 


comprehension of reality, and our reflections on it, that means at least this: that in the 
*“Tbid., 23. 
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medium of hope our theological concepts become not judgments which nail reality down 
to what it is, but antictpations which show reality its prospects and its future 
possibilities."”’ This passion is one that is centered on the hope of the resurrected and the 
returning Christ, creating a change within a believer, and drives the change that a believer 
seeks make on the world. 

John Boswell, a noted theologian, scholar, historian, and philologist, according to 
Bernard Knox, New York Review of Books, argues persuasively that child abandonment 
was a common and morally acceptable practice from antiquity until the Renaissance. 
Bernard Knox further states that John Boswell uses a variety of sources, including drama 
and mythological-literary texts as well as demographics. Boswell according to Bernard 
Knox examines the evidence that parents of all classes gave up unwanted children, 
exposing them in public places, donating them to the church, or delivering them in later 
centuries to foundling hospitals. Boswell, who is against abandonment, presents a 
startling history of the abandoned child that helps to illustrate the changing meaning of 
family. 

John Boswell identifies a number of reasons behind parental abandonment, 
including illegitimacy, poverty, hunger, a physical deformity in the child, and the desire 
to make an offering to God. Boswell finds that the decision to abandon a child was not 
always an easy one. He describes one father agonizing between choosing to allow the 
starvation of several of his children or the sale of one of them for money to feed the 


others.** Boswell in his studies denotes that in the midst of abandoning their children, 


*Thid., 35. 


*SJohn Boswell, The Kindness of Strangers: The Abandonment of Children in Western Europe 
from Late Antiquity to the Renaissance (Chicago, IL: The University of Chicago Press, 1988). 


73 


some parents intended the best for their children. A great example of that is a parent that 
would leave their child in a public place like the church steps and hope that someone of 
privilege would find the child. In his quest to find the reasoning behind the abandonment 
of children, he also found within himself the reason God put people here on earth. He 
theologized that through God, children were taken care of by “The kindness of 
strangers.” 

As we dwell in the situation of abandonment and find hope in the midst of it, we 
cannot dispel the notion that where we find hope, there we subsequently find love. At this 
point, the writer will take a theological reflection of love through the eyes of Howard 
Thurman. In the 1940’s, Howard Thurmond wrote Jesus and the Disinherited and it 
serves as Thurman’s emphatic identification with the dark reality of survival endured by 
marginalized people whose lives are attacked daily by the menacing, destructive practices 
of the dominating forces. Thurman, however, argues that these attacks do not absolve one 
from the demands of a life of integrity that refuses to submit to “fear, hypocrisy and 
hatred, the three hounds of hell that track the trail of the disinherited.”’ For in Jesus, 
Thurman found a model that would not be defined by external forces. 

Thurman argues that love is the ultimate weapon against the “hounds that decay a 
person’s soul... hate, deception and fear. It is through love that moral nihilism is defeated 
and where a common sharing of mutual worth and value can grow between the oppressed 
and the oppressor. Unfortunately, human misery and discrimination has caused us to erect 
walls of hate, deception, and fear among ourselves, walls that have caused us to view 
others through distorted lenses. Oftentimes, these distorted lenses have clouded our 


perception of others and rendered us blind to the true essence of each other’s soul and 
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potential. Thurman challenges us to tear down these walls and to open our hearts to 
forgiveness. Forgiveness, he argues, “is the crucial element of a man’s existence.” 
Those who have been abandoned must learn to forgive and love because when we love 
through forgiveness, our souls are released instead of being bound. When we forgive 
others, we demonstrate this love and tap into our center, the place where our true 
humanity exists. Thurman acknowledges that forgiveness is hard but suggests that we 
will never be what we ought to be until we open our lives to the love that separates us 
from one another. For it is our inability to forgive that keeps us from seeing others and 
ourselves as they are. In other words, true love has no boundaries. 

So often, the disinherited, the poor and the dispossessed, which includes 
abandonment, find themselves in loveless relationships, loveless with themselves and 
subsequently loveless with others. We see these people every day. They are the nameless 
faces and the faces without names that walk the earth every day. They are the ones so 
consumed with frustration and anger that they do not cherish life. They are the ones 
isolated on the fringes of humanity. They are the ones that cry out: “our bones are dried 
up and our hope is lost” (Ez 37:11). They are the ones that view the Christian church with 
confusion and disillusionment. 

Thurman defines love as the experience through which one person deals with 
another person in whom the experience between the two transcends beyond all good and 
all evil.°’ The need for love is an essential element in the structure of our personalities. 


Love allows us to see beyond our own context and to commune with mutuality and 


Howard Thurman, Jesus and the Disinherited (Boston, MA: Beacon Press, 1976), 85. 


>°Howard Thurman, “F orgiveness in Love,” Howard Thurman Mediation Tapes, 59.13.2 (San 
Francisco, CA: Howard Thurman Educational Trust, 1980). 
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oneness with our neighbors. When we love, love allows us to meet people where they 
are.”' Love allows us to develop a sense of imagination, awareness, and appreciation for 
other perspectives. As a result, we are free to see beyond our faults and failures and to 
recognize the value and worth in others as well as ourselves.°” Love requires that we 
expose ourselves even though pain and suffering are at its core.°> Therefore, if one 
believes in God, one has to believe that god’s love for us will one day make all things 
possible. This is the power of love. 

When one of the scribes came near and asked Jesus what was the first and great 
commandment, Jesus responded, “The first is *>Hear O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord 
is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all you soul, and 
with all your mind, and with all your strength. The second is this, “you shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” There is no other commandment greater than these” (Mt 12:29- 
31). Jesus rests his case for the meaning of life on what Howard Thurman call the love 
ethic. Simply stated, the love ethic is the ability to love one’s enemies and to love beyond 
one’s commonality in order to establish authentic intrinsic interest in another. 

In conclusion, as we journey through this thing called life, Joan D. Chittister 
declares each and every one of us will go through struggles. She says that most are 
scarred by struggle, but then we are transformed by hope. Hope is rooted in the past, she 


says, but it believes in the future, for God’s world is in God’s hands. 


°'Thurman, Howard, “Love and A Sense of Awareness,” Howard Thurman Mediation 
Tapes,59.10.2 (San Francisco, CA: Howard Thurman Educational Trust, 1980). 


**Howard Thurman, “The Experience of Love,’Howard Thurman Mediation T. apes,59.14.2 (San 
Francisco, CA: Howard Thurman Educational Trust, 1980). 


Howard Thurman, “Love Suffereth Long,” Howard Thurman Mediation T. apes, 59.14.1(San 
Francisco, CA: Howard Thurman Educational trust, 1980). 


CHAPTER FOUR 


METHODOLOGY 


This project is to develop a model that will introduce toddlers to Christian values 
and create a foundation of love for Jesus Christ that will cultivate better habits, behavior, 
attitudes and actions in a church based childcare center. The goal is to speak to the issues 
found at the context. The problem can be identified as a church based childcare center 
having students lacking Christian values primarily due to 65% of the households having 
little to no involvement with their faith. This study is implemented hoping that the results 
will be helpful to other church based childcare centers with the problem of students 
lacking Christian values. For the purpose of this project, basic Christian values is defined 
as hope, righteousness, love, respect, responsibility, self-control, honesty, compassion, 
thankfulness, humility, loyalty and faith in God. It is with intent that through educational, 
spiritual and emotional stimulation that toddlers will be encouraged to not only maintain 
a relationship with God, but to also grow into a conscious law abiding citizen. When 
searching for answers as to who is responsible for our toddlers’ spiritual development, it 
is contended that as a community, we are all responsible. It is to understand that although 
children are gifts to their biological parents, they will not only be sons or daughters, but 
will also perhaps become husbands, wives, uncles, aunts and citizens of the community. 

The proposed hypothesis 1s: if a toddler is stimulated educationally, spiritually, 


and emotionally using a Christian based curriculum, he or she is encouraged to learn the 
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basic Christian values such as respect, responsibility, self-control, honesty, compassion, 


thankfulness, humility, loyalty and faith in God. 
Overview of the Project 


The objective of the project is to use a Christian based curriculum that stimulates 
toddlers by the use of Bible stories, Christian music, arts and crafts, games, and other 
interrelated activities. Using this pedagogical approach it is expected that toddlers on 
some level will attain Christian values. According to psychologists Piaget, Gardner, and 
Erikson, the first two years of life, the foundational concepts of spiritual formation, trust, 
and hope grow. A Christian childcare center is a perfect place for toddlers to develop 
spirituality according to Erik Erikson because while the teachers are caring for their 
physical and emotional needs, they are teaching them the language of trust and faith. In a 
Christian environment, when soothing a crying infant, the teacher could sing a song about 
Jesus. Children grow from what they hear. Listening to Bible stories or hearing Christian 
music enhances the knowledge of Jesus. 

For families that have no Christian values or little to no Christian involvement, 
the child rather than the parent become the teacher. This not only enhances the child’s 
self-esteem, but it also allows the parents to have bragging rights about the child’s 
knowledge of God. Oftentimes, parents will go to church at the persistence of the child. 
As long as the church produce activities that will keep the child wanting to come to back, 
the church will benefit through congregational growth. 

The people involved in the project using surveys, questionnaires, and assessments 


are the children, (ages 2, 3 and 4) the parents, the church members, and the ministry staff. 
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The role of the professional associates during the execution of this project is to 
encourage, motivate, and advise. The context associates will assist in the following ways: 
e Assist in developing questions for the questionnaires and surveys. 
e Distribute questionnaires and surveys 
e Collect, organize and compile the results from the questionnaires and surveys. 
e Help to monitor the children during their assessment time. 
Some of the examples of questions to be asked on the surveys for the parents are: 


e Do you hear any of the spiritual teachings from the school reflected in your 
child’s conversation? 


e Do you see your child or children implementing Christian values in their 
decision- making? 


e Do you feel that educating your child in a Christian-based school as opposed 
to a publicschool will be more beneficial in their future? 


e Do you see evidence that Christian values are being implemented at the 
school? 

e Do you see teachings from the church-based childcare center (1.e., respect, 
honesty, self-control, or patience) in your child’s character? 


e Do you see evidence that the teachers and administrators are properly trained 
to implement a Christian-based curriculum? 


Some of the preliminary examples of questions to be asked on the questionnaire 
for church members are listed as follows: 


e Do you feel that teaching Christian values at a young age will develop true 
believers in Christ? Why or why not? 


e Do you think that it is important for members of the church to volunteer at the 
school and share their Christian values? If yes why? If no, why not? 


e Are sermon series on Christian values important to growth? 
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Who’s responsible for toddlers (infants to four) spiritual development? 


Should the Church have a major role in assisting the childcare center in 
teaching toddlers? Why or why not? 


Some of the preliminary examples of questions on surveys that will be given to 


the children are: 


Have you ever heard of God? 

Do you know a bible verse? 

Do you know the Lords’ prayer? 

Do you think it’s good to say your grace before eating? 
Do you pray at school? 


Do you learn about God at school? 


The proposed research method to be used to test the hypothesis and evaluate the 


results is: 


Secure a pilot group consisting of twenty students; divide the group in half. 
Over a two-month period, teach one group using a Christian curriculum and 
the other group with a non-Christian curriculum. 


Create an assessment form and assess the pilot group of students before and 
after testing the group who used the Christian curriculum and the group who 
used non-Christian curriculum. 


Create an end of the year celebration to recognize the children for the 
achievements made for the year. The parents will be given a questionnaire 
before the celebration concerning their expectations and then given another 
questionnaire after the celebration to see if their expectations were met, not 
met, or exceeded. 


Develop a four Sunday preaching series about Christian values. Create a 
survey to be given to the membership before and after the sermon series. 


te 


Project Calendar 
May 5""— 12" work on developing questions for surveys and questionnaires. 


May 15'"— Meet with context associates to discuss their availability, the 
selection of questions for surveys and questionnaires, the dates surveys and 
questionnaires need to be distributed and collected and to discuss 
confidentiality of data collected. 


May 19" — Introduction of context associates to the faculty and staff, along 
with students that will participate in the pilot group. 


May 20" — Pass out surveys to parents prior to end of the school year 
celebration. 


May 21* - collect surveys from parents given prior to end of school year 
celebration. 


May 22" — End of the school year celebration. 


May 23™ — 27™ — Pass out surveys to parents on the 23™, after year end 
celebration and collect them on the 27”. 


May 30" Along with context associates, prepare pre and post questionnaires 
to be given to Church members at the beginning and the end of the sermon 
series. 


June 1° — June 29™ — Sermon series on Christian values. Distribute pre- 
questionnaires to Church members prior to first sermon. Collect 
questionnaires at the end of service. 


June 2™ — Assess each student to be used in pilot group. Begin administering 
Christian and non —Christian curriculum to pilot group. 


June 3™. — Collect pre-assessment tests given to pilot group. 


June 30" — Begin compiling results from surveys given at the beginning and 
end of school year celebration and the results from both the pre and post 
questionnaires from the sermon series. 
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e August 4""— End of administering Christian and non-Christian curriculum to 
pilot group. Give post assessment test to pilot group. Collect post assessment 
tests. 


e August 7" — With context associates, compile, organize, and analyze all 
results from all data received. 


CHAPTER FIVE 


FIELD EXPERIENCE 


As we look across the nation and even across the world, we find a significant 
number of children lacking Christian values. Having no Christian values or little to no 
morals makes it problematic for both the child and the one having to deal with the child. 
While it is the general consensus that Christian values should first be taught at home, a 
lot of parents negate that idea due to the lack of time or the lack of knowledge. 

According to George Barna, God’s plan for building adults with Christian values 
is to begin planting seeds in our children’s hearts as early as our children are old enough 
to hear and understand. The family, according to Barna, is to lead the way for spiritual 
growth, with the church providing the support structure and resources parents need to 
create fertile family soil in which faith and Christian values can grow. 

In a perfect world, the idea of parents teaching their children would be the ideal 
structure, but since we live in an imperfect world, most parents simply transferspiritual 
development to other people and other avenues. 

This project, “Christian Values: Who’s Responsible-When Parents Trust Church 
Based Childcare Centers For Their Toddlers Spiritual Development,” is about a different 
avenue parents can use in order to teach their children the much needed Christian values. 
The final project model consisted of a three part sermon series, a graduation celebration, 


and an assessment of students divided with one group using a Christian curriculum and 
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one group using a non-Christian curriculum. This chapter will discuss the results of the 


findings from the project model using the quantitative approach. 


Sermon Series 
The sermon series was composed of three sermons. Participants, who were the 
congregants, were requested to answer a series of questions both before and after the 
sermons that were applicable to “Christian Values: Who’s Responsible When Parents 
Trust Church Based Childcare Centers for their Toddlers spiritual Development.”Below 


is a synopsis of the quantitative results from each sermon. 


Sermon | 
Sermon Subject: Destined For Greatness 
Sermon Scripture: Jeremiah 29:11, Isaiah 61:1 


Purpose: To bring an awareness of teaching Christian Values to children 


Questions prior to sermon 


Question 1.Will learning Christian values at a young age develop true believer in Christ? 
71% - Strongly Agree 
15% - Agree 
6% - Neither Agree nor Disagree 
3% - Disagree 
5% - Strongly Disagree 


Question 2. Is the Church responsible for instilling Christian values in the Church 
Childcare Center’s youth? 


46% - Strongly Agree 
24% - Agree 


16% - Neither Agree nor Disagree 
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9% - Disagree 
5% - Strongly Disagree 


Question 3. Will sermon series on Christian values promote a family’s spiritual 
development? 


55% - Strongly Agree 

27% - Agree 
9% - Neither Agree nor Disagree 
4% - Disagree 
5% - Strongly Disagree 


Question 4. Should the Church engage the Childcare Center’s parents and children in 
events/activities in order to promote spiritual growth/maturity? 


62% - Strongly Agree 

20% - Agree 
8% - Neither Agree nor Disagree 
3% - Disagree 
7% - Strongly Disagree 


Question 5. Should Church members donate time/talent/monies to ensure the spiritual 
growth of the Childcare Center’s children? 


65% - Strongly Agree 

18% - Agree 
8% - Neither Agree nor Disagree 
2% - Disagree 


7% - Strongly Disagree 
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Questions after Sermon 
Question 1. Was the sermon helpful in understanding Christian values? 
77% - Strongly Agree 
22% - Agree 
0% - Neither Disagree nor Agree 
0% - Disagree 
1% - Strongly Agree 
Question 2. Were Christian values clearly stated in the sermon? 
83% - Strongly Agree 
13% - Agree 
3% - Neither Agree nor Disagree 
0% - Disagree 
1% - Strongly Disagree 


Question 3. Can Childcare Centers using a Christian curriculum that include Christian 
values promote a child’s spiritual development? 


79% - Strongly Agree 
14% - Agree 

6% - Neither Agree nor Disagree 
0% - Disagree 


1% - Strongly Disagree 
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Question 4. The Childcare Center and the Church should interact to help promote the 
spiritual development of the family. 


82 % - Strongly Agree 

14% - Agree 
3% - Neither Agree nor Disagree 
0% - Disagree 
1% - Strongly Disagree 


Question 5. The earlier a child is introduced to Christian values, the stronger their 
spiritual foundation will be. 


84% - Strongly Agree 

6% - Agree 

7% - Neither Agree nor Disagree 

0% - Disagree 

1% - Strongly Disagree 

Sermon If 

Sermon Subject: Education for the Generation 
Sermon Scripture: Deuteronomy 4:9 


Sermon purpose: To bring the hearers to an awareness of teaching Christian values to 
children. 


Questions prior to sermon 


Question 1. Will learning Christian values at a young age develop true believers in 
Christ? 


61% - Strongly Agree 


18% - Agree 
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11% - Neither Agree nor Disagree 
3% - Disagree 
6% - Strongly Disagree 


Question 2. Is the Church responsible for instilling Christian values in the Church’s 
Childcare Center’s youth? 


55% - Strongly Agree 

22% - Agree 

13% - Neither Agree nor Disagree 
5% - Disagree 
5% - Strongly Disagree 


Question 3. Will sermon series on Christian values promote a family’s spiritual 
development? 


58% - Strongly Agree 

21% - Agree 

11% - Neither Agree nor Disagree 
7% - Disagree 
3% ~ Strongly Disagree 


Question 4. Should the Church engage the Childcare Center’s parents and children in 
events/activities in order to promote spiritual growth/maturity? 


61% - Strongly Agree 
28% - Agree 


5% - Neither Agree nor Disagree 


8/ 


6% - Disagree 
0% - Strongly Disagree 


Question 5. Should Church members donate time/talent/monies to ensure the spiritual 
growth of the school’s children? 


61% - Strongly Agree 
23% - Agree 
11% - Neither Agree nor Disagree 
1% - Disagree 
4% - Strongly Disagree 
Questions After The Sermon 
Question 1. Was the sermon helpful in understanding Christian values? 
82% - Strongly Agree 
12% - Agree 
4% - Neither Agree nor Disagree 
0% - Disagree 
2% - Strongly Disagree 
Question 2. Were Christian values clearly stated in the sermon? 
80% - Strongly Agree 
12% - Agree 
4% - Neither Agree nor Disagree 
2% - Disagree 


2% - Strongly Disagree 


88 


Question 3. Can Childcare centers using a Christian curriculum that include Christian 
values promote a child’s spiritual development? 


83% - Strongly Agree 

13% - Agree 
2% - Neither Agree nor Disagree 
0% - Disagree 
2% - Strongly Disagree 


Question 4. Should the Childcare Center and the Church interact to help promote the 
spiritual development of the family? 


88% - Strongly Agree 
7% - Agree 
2% ~- Neither Agree nor Disagree 
1% - Disagree 
2% - Strongly Disagree 


Question 5. The earlier a child is introduced to Christian values, the stronger their 
spiritual foundation will be. 


83% - Strongly agree 
7% - Agree 
7% - Neither Agree nor Disagree 
1% - Disagree 


2% - Strongly Disagree 
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Sermon III 


Sermon Subject: Teach the Child 
Sermon Scripture: Proverbs: 22:6 


Sermon Purpose: To bring the hearers to an awareness of teaching Christian values to 
children. 


Questions Prior To Sermon 


Question 1. Will learning Christian values at a young age develop true believers in 
Christ? 


74% - Strongly Agree 

17% - Agree 
5% - Neither Agree nor Disagree 
3% - Disagree 
1% - Strongly Disagree 


Question 2. Is the Church responsible for instilling Christian values in the Church’s 
Childcare Center’s youth? 


61% - Strongly Agree 

23% - Agree 

13% - Neither Agree nor Disagree 
2% - Disagree 
1% - Strongly Disagree 


Question 3. Will sermon series on Christian values promote a family’s spiritual 
development? 


60% - Strongly Agree 


28% - Agree 
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9% - Neither Agree nor Disagree 
2% - Disagree 
1% - Strongly Disagree 


Question 4. Should the Church engage the Childcare Center’s parents and children in 
events / activities in order to promote spiritual growth/ maturity? 


80% - Strongly Agree 

10% - Agree 
5% - Neither Agree nor Disagree 
3% - Disagree 
2% - Strongly Disagree 


Question 5. Should Church members donate time/talent/monies to ensure the spiritual 
growth of the school’s children? 


72% - Strongly Agree 
17% - Agree 
7% - Neither Agree nor Disagree 
3% - Disagree 
1% - Strongly Disagree 
Questions After The Sermon 
Question 1. Was the sermon helpful in understanding Christian values? 
94% - Strongly Agree 
5% - Agree 


1% - Neither Agree nor Disagree 
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Question 2. Were Christian values clearly stated in the sermon? 
87% - Strongly Agree 
9% - Agree 
0% - Neither Agree nor Disagree 
0% - Disagree 
4% - Strongly Disagree 


Question 3. Can Childcare centers using a Christian curriculum that include Christian 
values promote a child’s spiritual development? 


88% - Strongly Agree 
12% - Agree 


Question 4. Should the Childcare center and the Church interact to help promote the 
spiritual development of the family? 


90% - Strongly Agree 
9% - Agree 
1% - Neither Agree nor Disagree 


Question 5. The earlier a child is introduced to Christian values, the stronger their 
foundation will be. 


73% - Strongly Agree 
6% - Agree 
3% - Neither Agree nor Disagree 
Participants were given a set of questions prior to hearing the scheduled sermons. 
The majority of participants (86%) strongly agreed or agreed that teaching Christian 
values at a young age would develop children into true believers in Christ. Participants 


also agreed (77%) that the church is responsible for instilling Christian values in the 
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childcare centers. Participants (83%) thought that the sermon series would promote 
family spiritual development. Additionally, 90% of participants thought that the church 
should engage in activities that promote spiritual growth and maturity among parents and 
children in the childcare center. Participants (87%) also believed that church members 
should donate time, talent, or money in support of the children in the childcare center. 
After the sermon series, participants were asked another set of questions. Ninety- 
seven percent of the participants believed that the sermon series facilitated a better 
understanding of Christian values and agreed (95%) that those values were clearly stated 
in the sermons. The majority of participants also indicated that Christian curriculum and 
the church can promote the spiritual development of children (96%) and the family 
(97%). Ninety-four percent of participants agreed that if children are introduced to 


Christian values at a young age, they would have a stronger foundation. 
Graduation Celebration 


At the end of the school year, a graduation celebration was done. The graduation 
included all students in the childcare center, with the exception of the infants. All of the 
students with the exception of the pre-k students used the ABEKA curriculum, which is a 
Christian based curriculum, throughout the school year. At the celebration, each class 
(Toddler I — Pre-K) performed to show a representation of what had been learned. The 
Pre-K class being a state funded Pre-K could not use anything religious nor could have 
been taught anything religious. At the end of the celebration, the attendees were asked to 
take a short survey of five questions. Below is a summary of the quantitative results of 


the survey. 
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Question 1. Did the graduation celebration reflect Christianity through music? 
96% - Strongly Agree 
4% - Agree 


Question 2. Was it evident during the graduation celebration that the students were taught 
scriptures? 


88% - Strongly Agree 
12% - Agree 
Question 3. Did the graduation reflect and responsibility toward each other? 
96% - Strongly Agree 
4% - Agree 
Question 4. Were Christian values evident through the dances? 
92% - Strongly Agree 
8% - Agree 


Question 5. Could one tell from the graduation celebration that the school is a Christian 
school? 


100% - Strongly Agree 
At the end of the school year, all of the students in the childcare center 
participated in a graduation celebration. Following the graduation celebration, the 
attendees answered questions regarding the graduation. One hundred percent of 
participants agreed that the music and dances reflected Christian values. Participants also 
noted (100%) that it was evident that students were taught scripture. Finally, 100% of 


participants indicated that during the graduation celebration students showed 
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responsibility toward each other and they could tell that the school was a Christian 


school. 


Christian Curriculum Versus Non-Christian Curriculum 
Questions given to parents of students who did not use a Christian curriculum 
Question 1. Do you think they should have taken prayer out of the schools? 
21% - Strongly Agree 
O% - Agree 
5% - Neither Agree nor Disagree 
5% - Disagree 
69% - Strongly Disagree 


Question 2. Do you feel that educating your child in a Christian-based school as opposed 
to a public school will be more beneficial to their future? 


70% - Strongly Agree 

10% - Agree 
5% - Neither Agree nor Disagree 
5% - Disagree 

10% - Strongly Disagree 


Question 3. Do you feel that because some parents lack the time and knowledge that it is 
the schools’ responsibility to teach Christian values? 


10% - Strongly Agree 
6% - Agree 


37% - Neither Agree nor Disagree 


wf, 


10% - Disagree 
37% - Strongly Disagree 


Question 4. Georgia Pre-K programs are funded by proceeds received from the Georgia 
Lottery. Do you feel that this funding source conflicts with your Christian values? 


10% - Strongly Agree 

16%- Agree 

16% - Neither Agree nor Disagree 
37% - Strongly Disagree 


Question 5. Do you feel that Christian values such as honesty, self-control and patience 
can be taught and learned in Georgia Pre-K where a Christian curriculum can’t be used? 


90% - Strongly Agree 
5% - Disagree 
5% - Strongly Disagree 
Questions given to parents of students who used a Christian curriculum 


Question 1. Do you see any of the spiritual teachings from the school reflected in your 
child’s conversation? 


76% - Strongly Agree 
8% - Agree 
16% - Neither Agree nor Disagree 


Question 2. Do you feel that educating your child in a Christian-based school as opposed 
to a Public school will be more beneficial in their future? 


76% - Strongly Agree 
16% - Agree 


8% - Neither Agree nor Disagree 


96 


Question 3. Do you feel that the school provides a spiritually based curriculum? 
76% - Strongly Agree 
8% - Agree 
8% - Neither Agree nor Disagree 
8% - Strongly Disagree 


Question 4. Do you see evidence that the teachers and administrators are properly trained 
to implement a Christian-based curriculum? 


68% - Strongly Agree 

16% - Agree 
8% - Neither Agree nor Disagree 
8% - Strongly Disagree 


Question 5. When you enter the school, does the environment reflect your Christian 
values and beliefs? 


81% - Strongly Agree 

3% - Agree 

8% - Neither Agree nor Disagree 

8% - Disagree 

Questions were also given to parents of children educated via a Christian 

curriculum versus non-Christian curriculum. The parents of students educated with a non- 
Christian curriculum had mixed responses when asked if prayer should have been 
removed from schools. Twenty one percent of parents strongly agreed, 16% neither 
agreed nor disagreed, and 37% strongly disagreed that prayer should be removed from 


schools. However, (80%) of parents strongly agreed or agreed that educating their 
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children in a Christian based school as opposed to a public school will be more beneficial 
to their future. Participants also felt that parents have the time and knowledge to teach 
their children Christian values (47%). It should be noted that (37%) neither agreed nor 
disagreed with this statement. Thus, some participants had not made a clear decision 
regarding this question. Participants thought that Georgia Pre-K being funded by the 
Georgia Lottery did not conflict with Christian values. Parents (90%) also believed that 
values such as honesty, self-control, and patience can be taught in Georgia Pre-K 
programs without the use of Christian curriculum. 

Parents of students who used Christian curriculum were also asked a series of 
questions. Eighty four percent of the parents strongly agreed or agreed that the spiritual 
teachings of the childcare center were reflected in the conversations of their children. The 
majority of parents (92%) felt that educating their children in a Christian based school 
would be beneficial for their future. They also indicated that the school provided a 
spiritually based curriculum (84%), in an environment that promoted Christian values and 
beliefs (84%), and that the teachers and administrators (84%) were properly trained to 


implement the Christian-based curriculum. 


CHAPTER SIX 


REFLECTION, SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 


This project was developed to introduce toddlers to Christian values and to 
examine their parent’s perceptions of Christian based education and how these values 
impact their children. This project was born out of the frustration of a Church-based 
childcare center’s director, who discovered that most of the children who attended the 
center had no Christian values prior to attending the school which used a Christian 
curriculum. Children came to school with an attitude that anything goes and that bad 
behavior was acceptable. Parents seem to spend more time on caring how the children 
dressed as opposed to how they behaved and talked. Consistently observing children and 
their parents on a day-to-day basis led to many questions. Observations led to the 
inquisitions of whether or not parents had the time needed to teach their children or 
whether or not parents could teach their children what they did not know, learning that 
the parents were very young. In a sense, a lot of the parents were not much older than 
their children. With the childcare center being under the umbrella of the church, the 
questions of whether or not the Church should assist in the teaching of the children or 
whether the Church should only help financially were also questions to be considered. All 
of these observations and questions led to the ministry project: Christian Values: Who is 
Responsible—When parents trust Church—based childcare centers for their toddlers 


spiritual development. 
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The context for this ministry and project 1s Antioch AME Childcare and 
Development Center located in Stone Mountain, Georgia. The childcare center 1s a part 
of the Antioch AME Church. The Antioch AME Church was originally formed in 
Decatur, Georgia and has been around for over 145 years. The childcare center, however, 
was not established until 1999 after the Church relocated from Decatur, Georgia to Stone 
Mountain, Georgia, where it purchased a newer and larger facility. The relocation 
afforded the church an opportunity to serve a larger number of people, in that the 
congregation grew from 176 members to over 2500 in a short time. Being in the Stone 
Mountain area was very significant for this congregation in that at one time Blacks were 
not welcome there. Regionally, both the church and the childcare center are situated in a 
very good area, with wonderful potential for growth physically and spiritually. They are 
located in a very affluent area of Metro Atlanta, an area that was once stigmatized by 
segregation. The church moved to this area to prove that African Americans could be 
successful amidst the segregation and racial tension. The writer has been told that there 
has always been a goal to do better than expected because the church had something to 
prove. Back in the day, Stone Mountain, Georgia was the breeding ground for the Klu 
Klux Klan and the hatred of anyone not of the white race. A lot of the members of the 
congregation moved to the area of Stone Mountain because they were told that they could 
not live there. 

The connection between the childcare center and the Church yields a driving force 
for this ministry and project. The distance between the childcare center and the Church is 
approximately one mile and therefore, each organization serves some of the same people. 


The Church, however, has many programs for children, such as Sunday School, YPD, 
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girls reality series, peacemakers for boys and the athletic ministry, but nothing for four 
year olds and younger, other than the nursery. The nursery provides nothing more than 
babysitting and a safe haven for the children while the parents enjoy Church. The Church 
really provides an area of play and an area of keeping the children quiet, but not an area 
for learning. 

The intention of this project, as stated in chapter four, is to develop a model that 
will introduce toddlers to Christian values that will create a foundation of love for Jesus 
Christ. It is proposed that if a toddler is stimulated educationally, spiritually, and 
emotionally, he or she is encouraged to maintain a relationship with God. This project set 
out to use a Christian based curriculum that hopefully would stimulate toddlers by the use 
of Bible stories, Christian music, and other interrelated activities such as arts and crafts 
and field trips. The writer believes that if this is done, then toddlers on some level will 
attain Christian values. The methodology that was used is quantitative. Analysis of the 
data was obtained through surveys, assessments and teaching themes through a sermon 
series. 

This model was an effort to concentrate on issues on the lack of Christian values 
as they relate to Church-based childcare centers. By bringing the issues to light, 
educating both parents and children about the impact or the difference of having 
Christian values in ones’ life and then working to implement a Christian curriculum, this 
model challenges that the earlier a child receives the implementation of Christian values, 
the stronger the Christian foundation will be. Erik Erikson, a psychologist, says that 
infants, who successfully learn to trust, develop hope. He further states, “It is the first two 


years of life where the foundation of spiritual trust and hope grows. When caring for the 
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physical and emotional needs of infants and toddlers, we as adults teach them the 
language of faith.” 

The model of ministry created by the writer allowed parents and other members 
of the congregation to become conscious to the importance of Christian values when it 
came to the building of children’s lives. Fredrick Douglass stated, “It is easier to build 
strong children than to repair broken men.” As I reflect on the methodology and the 
ministry model that consisted of a sermon series on Christian values, an end of the year 
graduation celebration and an assessment of children educated via a Christian curriculum 
versus a non-Christian curriculum, overall, I was very pleased with the outcome of the 
results and find that this project could be very usable by other church-based childcare 
centers if implemented. 

According to economists, pediatricians, educators and sociologists, intervening 
and supporting early into ones childhood is truly the best way to improve life chances. 
Economists Pedro Carniero and James Heckman show through their analysis that early 
interventions in education have the highest social return. Pedro Carniero and James 
Heckman further concludes that teaching a child how to learn early benefits him or her, 
and society, for the rest of their lives. 

After completing the collecting of data and analyzing it, with the help of the 
context associates and the professional associates, I was overwhelmed at the results 
found. The data in chapter five truly reflects the standards of success set forth in chapter 
four. While the project seems to be an overall success, there are some areas that could 


have been added in order to strengthen the whole project. 
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One area that would have strengthened the project would have been if the children 
were given a voice in the project. By the time a child is four, articulation 1s great enough 
that it can be understood by anyone. The children could have been asked questions about 
Christian values, such as “What does it mean to tell the truth?” or “Who is God?” or “Do 
we take things that don’t belong to us?” We could have asked questions from the lessons 
within the curriculum, giving the children an opportunity to respond, and recorded their 
answers. By listening to the children’s answers and then correlating the answers given by 
the parents would have allowed the writer to have a more precise analysis of the data. 
Often, parents answer questions in order to be socially correct or give answers that they 
think will make the child appear to be smarter than they really are. 

Another area of improvement would have been in the area of time management. If 
this project had to be done again, I would advise that as each part of the methodology is 
done, that the analysis of the data also be done. It would have saved more time and given 
more time to reflect on each part of the methodology, rather than waiting until all of the 
methodology is completed and analyzing the project as a whole. Doing it separately 
would have yielded more time for discussion and may have brought up other points that 
could have been missed due to limited time to do the data analysis. It would have also 
given more time to discuss whether or not it was felt that individuals were actually 
answering the questions honestly. Due to the nature of this project, the likelihood of 
answering in a socially acceptable manner may have increased. 

Overall, the project was deemed a success and established the belief that Christian 
values are critical in the lives of our children. It is further believed that Christian values at 


a young age will develop believers of Christ because of the curriculum promoting 
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spiritual development. After analyzing the data, I grew in faith and hope, knowing that 
parents believed that not only was Christian based education important, but was also 
necessary in the lives of children. I was extremely overjoyed that after this project, using 
the sermon series, the end of the year celebration and the Christian curriculum versus the 
non-Christian curriculum, brought about an awareness that members and others never 
really thought about. Members of the church and customers of the childcare center grew 
from the project in such a way that they were making plans on being intentional about 
doing more in helping children to learn Christian values. 

In conclusion, when it comes to Christian values and who is responsible, when 
parents trust Church-based childcare centers for toddler’s spiritual development, it is all 
of our responsibility. When parents cannot give or do not know how to give the necessary 
foundation needed to adequately prepare our children for life, it is up to us as God’s 
instruments to provide. Through this project, it has been found that an excellent way to 
provide the groundwork needed is through a church-based childcare center that uses a 
Christian curriculum. What children miss at home they will often seek to find it 


somewhere else. 


APPENDIX A 


SAMPLE SERMONS 
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Sermon Notes — Rev. Constance B. Wicker 
Title - Education for the Generation 


Scripture — Deuteronomy 4:9 
Date: Sunday, August 17, 2015 


SCRIPTURE: “Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not 
forget the things your eyes have seen or let them fade from your heart as long as you live. 
Teach them to your children and to their children after them.” Deuteronomy 4:9 


Introduction 

We hear so much about parents and their children today on the television, on the 
radio and in the newspaper. The tragedy is that most of the news we hear is not good 
news and the sad part about it is that it’s nothing new. For many years, we’ ve heard the 
terrible stories of moms and dads who failed to understand the high calling of being a 
parent. It seems that day-after-day we hear new stories about some young child being 
abused by a parent, some young child turning their mother in to the police for abuse or 
drug use, little children left in cars to die or left at home, alone, to practically raise 
themselves. 

But this morning I want to do something a little different, I want to get away from 
the bad news, away from the horrible stories, away from the predictions of "hold-on- 
because-the-worst-is-yet-to-come", I want to get away from the hopelessness. I’ve come 
by this morning to declare that on this side of heaven, we’ve got hope. And because of 
our hope, we can seek Godly counsel from the Word of God - tried, tested, and true. 
Without God’s Word we are like a sailor sailing with no compass, no lighthouse, no 


North Star, no map, no direction, no GPS and therefore no hope. 
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As we look toward our children, we find that many parents are confused and 
bewildered and not quite sure how to do the job. We hear that discipline is out and being 
your child’s friend is in. We hear that we should do "this" or "that." We are told that kids 
are more mature today than they were a generation ago and therefore they are able to 
make their own decisions at an earlier age. 

There are other parents who do not have a clue what it means to be a parent 
because they never saw an example of a godly mom or dad while they were growing up. 
Still there are other parents who are trapped, and enslaved by drugs, alcohol, anger, 
making a buck, or something else that has snatched their heart for their kids. 

Any teacher knows that you cannot teach a child unless you show up for class. A 
teacher has to be present for the children. A teacher has to be prepared to give the lessons 
which are important for the students to learn, by first knowing the lesson yourself. 

What lessons are needed in order to successfully live the Christian life? There are 
many essentials needed but foremost on the list is the need to know God. Knowing God 
is the key to a spiritual relationship that will lead to salvation and a happy, fruitful life. 

Typically, we receive our first education about God at home. When you were a child, 
what were you taught about God? Today, there are millions of adults whose first notion 
of who God is and what he is like came from what they heard at home. Those who were 
fortunate to live in God fearing homes knew plenty about God even when they were little 
children. Those who were brought to Sunday school, learned bible scriptures and 
participated in discussions with their peers, learned much about God. It was not unusual 
to hear young children able to discuss the attributes of God in an intelligent way, despite 


their age. It was a way of saying, "We're young, but we know." Unfortunately, we don’t 


107 


find a whole lot of that today. Parents are getting younger by the day. Can you teach 
what you don’t know?? 

There are many ways that children learn truths about life. Most of those ways do 
not involve any special classes, expenditures or special considerations. Many learn truths 
listening to their parents telling them truths and interpreting events in their lives in such a 
way that they grow in understanding, despite their age. 

Parents teach important values to children in many ways. Teaching moral and 
Christian values starts with setting a good example. Children will pay much more 
attention to what you do than to what you say. If you want your children to be kind, 
generous, honest, thankful, responsible and respectful, then you must be this way 
yourself. We must not be afraid to take our children back and not allow society, the 
media and television to raise our children. 

When parents do what they should, children learn about God. They know who he 
is, what he does, what he expects and what to expect of him. 

As Christians, we begin to know the Lord when we are young. As we mature we 
know him increasingly better. The responsibility of every believer is to educate the young 
about the nature of God. They should know his laws and expectations as well as his 


goodness and his grace. 
Exposition 


Our text this morning focuses on Moses in his last days, urging Israel to teach 
their children and grandchildren what they have been taught about the Godly life. 
The Book of Deuteronomy is the last of the five books of Moses. Written in the closing 


years of his life, Moses repeated again what he taught the people for over 30 years or so. 
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The supremacy of godliness and the strict observance of God’s law was the central focus 
of his teaching. 

In this text, Moses notes that he taught the people what God taught him so that 
they would be prepared for the future. He charged them to keep the law, do the law and 
cherish the law of God all of their days. 

Since the moral law came from God himself, it was a treasure that should be 
taught to each succeeding generation. The law of God taught the importance of godliness, 
clean living, abstinence and the value of honesty and integrity to his children. Thus, 
Moses maintained that every parent had the responsibility of teaching these principles to 
their children; and should they be blessed with long life, to teach them to their 
grandchildren. They should be taught at home and in the public arena. The importance of 
teaching was underscored to the point that Moses instructed that the laws of God should 
be taught in the morning, at noonday and at night; that they should be inscribed over the 
doorposts of their houses. 

Although Moses lived for 120 years, he knew he would not always be present to 
be Israel’s schoolmaster. Yet, the principles he taught were everlasting. And so, Moses 
closed his life by giving one final lesson to Israel before his death. It was the lesson that 
the people should fear God, walk in his ways and he will show them how to possess a 
bright future. 

In the first 10 verses of Deuteronomy chapter 4, Moses lays out four principles for 
spiritual success that should be taught to each generation: 

The first principle is that we ought to KNOW WHAT GOD REQUIRES: Just as Moses 


told Israel to listen to the commands of God in verse one, each generation of believers 
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today ought to be aware of what God requires. We should know his laws. We should 
know about the rewards for those who are obedient and also know the punishment for 
those who fail to meet his requirements. The prophet asked, ““What doth the Lord 
require?” The answer to the question was that we should be just and walk humbly before 
The Lord. 

The second principle is that we ought to KEEP GOD’S WORD PURE: In verse 
two Moses asked Israel to protect God’s word from alterations. Each generation should 
be taught what “thus saith the Lord” and not variations based on the teaching of the latest 
trend or what’s popular. Those who want spiritual success must base that success on the 
unaltered word of God. Not the word that you have twisted to say what you want it to 
say. The fact that the bible has persevered all of these centuries should show how God 
himself has protected its truths. Those truths must be protected and passed on to each 
generation without adding to or subtracting from its meaning. 

The third principle is that we ought to KEEP GOD’S COMMANDMENTS: 
Moses told Israel in verses two and five to keep God’s commandments. But we need to 
understand that to “Keep” the commandments is to go beyond just knowing them. To 
keep them is to do them. No believer, I don’t care who you are, can expect to develop a 
strong spiritual life without keeping the commandments of God. The keeping of God’s 
commandment must be taught and passed on to our children. They must keep the 
commandments of God with respect to their individual lives and in the life of the church. 

The fourth principle is that we should BE CAREFUL IN OUR DAILY WALK: 
Moses told Israel to “take heed” in verse 9. To take heed means to be careful. We should 


be careful as we conduct our daily lives to be sure that we do not forget the laws of God, 
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that we don’t forget what he requires of us and that we don’t forget who we are. We 
should walk in the path of the Lord ourselves and then teach our children how to walk in 
that same path. You see it’s easier to talk the talk than it is to walk the walk. Here we are 
encouraged to walk and talk before our children so that they will learn the perfect will of 
God. 

These four principles help believers to hide the word of God in their hearts and to 
display it their everyday lives. 

For the scriptures declare, "Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my 
path." The song writer puts it another way, he says, "Hide your word in my heart Oh 
God." 

If you hide your word, it will: 
Bless me when I'm burdened 
If you hide your word, it will: 
Cheer me when I'm sad 

If you hide your word, it will: 
Strengthen me when I'm weak 
If you hide your word, it will: 
Calm me when I'm troubled 
If you hide your word, it will: 
Revive me when I'm weary! 


Hide your word in my heart, oh God! 
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We must know God for ourselves 


Learning is important, but it’s insignificant if we don’t have a personal 
relationship with God. 

It’s not good enough just to have knowledge of biblical facts, if we are to have 
success in the Christian life, we must know the Lord. 

If we are going to meet the four principles for educational success, we must be 
sure that every generation knows more than the words of the Lord, but that they truly 
KNOW the Lord for themselves. 

You might be able to explain that there are 66 books in the Bible, 39 in the Old 
Testament and 27 in the New Testament, but you must know the Lord for yourself! 

You may be able to explain that the Bible contains books of prophecy, literature, 
history and doctrine, but you’ve got to know the Lord for yourself! 

You may be able to explain that the Bible has 3,586,489 letters, you may be able 
explain that the Bible has 773,692 words, you may be able to explain that the Bible has 
31,173 verses, and you may be able to explain that the Bible has 1,189 chapters, but you 
must know the Lord for yourself. 

You may know that the longest verse in the Bible is Esther 8:9, and the shortest in 
the Bible is John 11:35 "Jesus Wept" but you must know Lord for yourself! 

How can you teach what you don’t know!!! 

When you know the Lord for Yourself, you know that when you are: 

Sick, He will be a doctor in your sickroom! 

When you know the Lord for yourself, you know that when you are: 


In trouble, He will be a lawyer in your courtroom! 
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When you know the Lord for yourself, you know that when you are: 
lost and confused, he will make a way out of no way! 

When you know the Lord for yourself, you know that when you are: 
Hungry, and thirsty, he will feed you with bread on high. That's why the old warriors 
cried out "Bread of Heaven, Bread of Heaven, feed me till I want no more!" 

When you know the Lord for yourself, you know He will pick you up when you 
stumble and fall! 

When you know the Lord for yourself, he will plant your feet on solid ground! 
When you know the Lord for yourself, he will give you a new song to sing, a new walk to 
walk and a new talk to talk! 

The songwriter says, "You got to know Jesus, know God for yourself!" You got to 
know Jesus, you don't need nobody else!" 

Every saint should keep telling the world about the words of God, but we should 
also let the world know that we know the Lord for ourselves! 


And then we are required to pass it on, to teach our children, about the word of God. 
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Sermon Notes: Rev. Constance B. Wicker 
Title: Destined for Greatness 
Scriptures: Jeremiah 29:11, Isaiah 61:1 
Date: Sunday, August 10, 2015 


Scripture: Jeremiah 29:11- “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, 
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 


Scripture: Isaiah 61:1 — “The spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord 
has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the 
prisoners.” 


As Christians, we have a responsibility to the world. A responsibility to witness 
to everyone we come in contact with; a responsibility to minister to the brokenhearted; a 
responsibility to proclaim freedom for those who are captive. 

A responsibility to release those from darkness; to help bring people to a 
relationship with God so they can be delivered from their issues of Jack, issues of 
poverty, issues of darkness, issues of abandonment, issues of forgiveness and it goes on 
and on and on.We are required to witness — to bring good news to them. 

But 90% of us have failed at witnessing attempts in the past. Perhaps it’s 
because of being biblically illiterate, or we leave it to the professionals, we shouldn’t 
impose our faith on others. 

Yet, we are commanded by God to bring good news to the poor. Let us realize 
that the poor are people who are more than those who live in human poverty, but those 
who are really poor are the ones who are yet to be enriched with all the spiritual blessings 
of having a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Too often we view the poor as those 


who lack knowledge, food or physical provisions. Sadly, this leads us to believe that 
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people can get their physical needs met and they will be alright. However, people are 
poor when they are not rich in God. Yes, poor people do need things like food, skills, 
knowledge and provisions, but they mainly need a saving faith in Jesus Christ. Perhaps 
this is one reason why poor people are much more responsive to the gospel than any other 
group of people on earth. 

Poor people are often more aware of their need for help than others who depend 
on what they have in this world. The poor are more conscious of their powerlessness and 
their dependence on God to supply them with what they need. The poor are more often 
willing to admit their need for a Savior. A person cannot be saved unless they admit that 
they are lost and without hope in this world. The poor are often more willing to admit 
their needs and cry out to God for help. The selfish human nature does not like to admit 
it is weak and helpless to save oneself. One of the greatest barriers for self-sufficient 
people is their pride. The poor are often more humble, teachable and willing to 
acknowledge that they need something to change their life. Not all the time....but more 
often than not. 

But yet and still church, we do not take the time to minister to those who are 


impoverished. Here 1s a scenario: 


A 29 year old woman with 5 children, for 4 different fathers, living in a two 
bedroom apartment, getting welfare assistance, food stamps, Medicaid, and other services 
available to her. She dropped out of high school at 16 to have her first child, never got 
her GED, cannot find employment due to lack of education, getting odd jobs at Wal- 
Mart, Food Depot, and other places to make ends meet. She cannot help the older ones 


with homework because is lacking knowledge in math, English, and other areas, speaks 
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broken grammar, comes from a broken home but yet finds a daycare for the younger 
ones, which happens to be a Christian daycare, so she can go out to look for work. 

These babies don’t know anything about Christian values because the mother 
doesn’t. She has no one to help them understand that they need to say grace before they 
eat, they need to pray before they go to bed. They need God in their lives to help them 
through the difficult times. So, since they don’t know....then whose job is it to make 
sure that they do know? It’s ours. We have a responsibility to this young woman and her 
five children. We have a responsibility to God that this family learns Christian values 
and comes to know Jesus for themselves. 

They cannot teach what they don’t know and they cannot lead where they don’t 
go. But we’ve got to be ready and hanging in the wings when the systems fail her in 
order to take up the slack and help guide her to a place of fulfillment in raising her kids to 
be better off than she is. We must teach them the importance of having an education, to 
give back to society, to break the cycle of poverty, to break the cycle of teen pregnancy 
and most importantly, to know God in the pardon of their sins. Most of these issues often 
comes with a broken heart because the world has beatup on them, judged them, looked 
over them, frowned upon them and given up on them because of the choices made by 
generations before them. They will ultimately become captive by the world, spiritually, 
emotionally, and mentally. 

There is captivity of the flesh, addictions, lusts and desires that hold lives in 
captivity. Captivity of sickness and disease, poverty and lack, captivity of fear, captivity 
of rejection, captivity of rejection, captivity of forgiveness and captivity of a wounded 


heart. 
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Jesus said,” I have anointed you to preach the word that has the power to set 
others free in every area of their lives”.] have anointed you to proclaim the good news 
that Jesus saves, Jesus delivers, and Jesus heals. 

We are taught to believe that if God can save our souls, then God can deliver us 
from alcohol and drugs. We are taught to believe that if the blood can redeem our souls, 
then God can heal a wounded heart, and deliver us from bitterness and rejection. 

We are taught to believe that if Jesus can rise again, then God can deliver our 
minds from the tormenting power of the enemy. 

This is nothing but the attack of the enemy on our children, calculating how many 
prisons to build based on all the little black boys who can’t read well by the 4th grade. 
It’s nothing but an attack on our children when we have teachers who tell them what they 
can and cannot be based on their socio-economic status, based on their home training or 
lack thereof, or based on a single parent home, instead of honing in on the skills they do 
have and encouraging them to be anything they put their minds to do. 

We have a responsibility not only to this young mother and her five children, but 
to children everywhere, to let them know that, Jeremiah 29:11 says, “For I know the 
plans I have for you. Plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 
and a future.” 

We, the church has a responsibility to all the women, men and children in 
situations like this to instill Christian values in them, in their homes, in their lives, in their 
hearts. God has called us to witness, to proclaim the good news, bind up the 


brokenhearted and bring them light in this dark world. Someone once said, “Some are 
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born great, some achieve greatness and some have greatness thrust upon them”. 
Excellence is a requirement not an option. 

Kirk Franklin was abandoned by his parents. Donnie McClurkin was molested by 
his uncle. Oprah Winfrey was molested by her uncle. Nick Vujicic was born without 
arms and legs, but yet he travels all around the world motivating others.Les brown had a 
stuttering problem, but none of them allowed their problems to become their stumbling 
blocks. They were ail destined for greatness. 

Jeremiah says that we are all encouraged by a leader who stirs us to move ahead, 
someone who believes we can do the task. God will be with us all the way. God is that 
kind of leader, God knows our future, and his plans for us are good and full of hope. As 
long as God provides our agenda and goes with us as we fulfill his mission, then we can 
have boundless hope. This does not mean that we will be spared from pain and suffering 
but that God will see us through to the end. 

For those of you who came from that background, it doesn’t matter where you 
came from, but rather, where you’re going. You’re here now, and now is your 
opportunity to help someone else.No more blaming momma and daddy for what you 
didn’t get, but it’s time to move forward and get all that you can get from God, so that 
you can pass it on to someone else. 

You are destined for greatness. We have a job to do and we must be intentional 
about our father’s business so we can lead our young people to be destined for 
greatness.They deserve the right to be great in their education, great in their studying, 
great in therr Sunday school classes, great in their extracurricular activities, great in their 


classroom settings and great in the eyes of the Lord. God has great plans for our youth 
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and it is up to us to ensure that they are studying God’s word, learning to be more Christ- 
like, able to sing the songs of Zion and be able to call on the name Jesus when trials 
come. They must know that God has destined them for greatness. The sky is the limited 
and our young people are destined to become doctors, lawyers, entrepreneurs, engineers, 


contractors, plumbers, social workers, and basically anything that they desire. 


We must show them that they are not alone on this journey called life. When we 
have done our part by serving as mentors, by bringing them to Christ, we can then serve 
at the local daycare, serve at the local schools, serve in Sunday school and serve in the 
Christian education department to make an impact in the lives of our youth. 

We don’t have to have a child in these areas to show some interest. Just the mere 
fact that they might be taking care of us one day should be enough. The fact that they 
belong to God should be enough. When we have done our part, then we can influence 
someone to go to college or influence someone to become better than the previous 
generation. We can teach someone that God is the reason that they are here despite of 
their circumstances. 

When we can teach them that the emphasis is on where they are going and not 
where they came from and show them how to live as Christians, we give them a firm 
foundation to build upon, then, we have done what God has called us to do. 

We can teach them by giving them examples of people in the Bible who did not 
give up. People like Hagar, Joseph, Joshua, Noah and Jesus and they were all destined for 


greatness. 


They were all given a charge: 
A charge to keep to I have 

A God to glorify 

A never dying to soul to save 


And fit it for the sky 


To serve the present age 

My calling to fulfill 

Oh may it all my powers engage 
To do my master’s will 


Our children are destined for greatness and it’s our responsibility to teach the child. 
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APPENDIX B 


PRE AND POST SURVEYS FOR SERMON SERIES 
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Questions prior to sermon 
Question |.Will learning Christian values at a young age develop true believer in Christ? 
Strongly Agree 
Agree 
Neither Agree nor Disagree 
Disagree 


Strongly Disagree 


Question 2. Is the Church responsible for instilling Christian values in the Church 
Childcare 


Center’s youth? 
Strongly Agree 
Agree 
Neither Agree nor Disagree 
Disagree 


Strongly Disagree 


Question 3. Will sermon series on Christian values promote a family’s spiritual 
development? 


Strongly Agree 
Agree 
Neither Agree nor Disagree 
Disagree 


Strongly Disagree 
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Question 4. Should the Church engage the Childcare Center’s parents and children in 
events /activities in order to promote spiritual growth/maturity? 


Strongly Agree 

Agree 

Neither Agree nor Disagree 
Disagree 


Strongly Disagree 


Question 5. Should Church members donate time/talent/monies to ensure the spiritual 
growth of the Childcare Center’s children? 


Strongly Agree 

Agree 

Neither Agree nor Disagree 
Disagree 


Strongly Disagree 
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Survey after Sermon 

Question 1. Was the sermon helpful in understanding Christian values? 
Strongly Agree 

Agree 

Neither Disagree nor Agree 

Disagree 

Strongly Agree 

Question 2. Were Christian values clearly stated in the sermon? 
Strongly Agree 

Agree 
Neither Agree or Disagree 
Disagree 

Strongly Disagree 


Question 3. Can Childcare Centers using a Christian curriculum that include Christian 
values promote a child’s spiritual development? 


Strongly Agree 

Agree 

Neither Agree nor Disagree 
Disagree 


Strongly Disagree 


Question 4. The Childcare Center and the Church should interact to help promote the 
spiritualdevelopment of the family. 


Strongly Agree 

Agree 

Neither Agree nor Disagree 
Disagree 

Strongly 


Question 5. The earlier a child is introduced to Christian values, the stronger their 
spiritualfoundation will be. 


Strongly Agree 

Agree 

Neither Agree nor Disagree 
Disagree 


Strongly Disagree 
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APPENDIX C 


SURVEY FOR END OF YEAR CELEBRATION 


125 


126 


SURVEY FOR THE END OF YEAR CELEBRATION 
Question |. Did the graduation celebration reflect Christianity through music? 
Strongly Agree 
Agree 
Neither Agree nor Disagree 
Disagree 
Strongly Disagree 


Question 2. Was it evident during the graduation celebration that the students were taught 


scriptures? 

Strongly Agree 
Agree 
Neither Agree nor Disagree 
Disagree 

Strongly Disagree 
Question 3. Did the graduation reflect and responsibility toward each other? 
Strongly Agree 
Agree 
Neither Agree nor Disagree 
Disagree 


Strongly Disagree 


Question 4. Were Christian values evident through the dances? 
Strongly Agree 

Agree 

Neither Agree nor Disagree 

Disagree 

Strongly Disagree 


Question 5. Could one tell from the graduation celebration that the school is a Christian 
school? 


Strongly Agree 

Agree 

Neither Agree nor Disagree 
Disagree 


Strongly Disagree 
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